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EDITORIAL

1945 brought the Allies victory; during 1946' the T.x.rf:)rld was
nominally at peace. Now, 1947 has brought this ancient land
its freedom. frd

Victory, peace, independence! We look around us and ask
ourselves what these terms mean. Are there such things as
victory, peace and independence? Is the world—is India—Dbetter
off now than it was before the advent of thesc dearly won bless-
ings? ‘The testimony of all our senses flings back an emphatic
‘No.” It would seem that words have lost their meanings.

Yet deep down inside us we know that there is such a
thing as victory, and that real victory should inevitably bring
true independence and lasting peace. And so it should. But
we deceive ourselves. Outward victory, the cessation of
hostilities, may mean nothing—Iess than nothing. Real victory
must be inward; the conquest by man of the pride, the greed,
the selfishness and the hatred within him. And this implies a
-moral discipline which we seldom dream of when we talk vaguely
ror vehemently of peace and independence. Our world and our
wcountry need discipline today above everything else. We must
wconquer ourselves or we perish. There is no other alternative.

Discipline is not the favourite theme of schoolboys; it is even
lless popular with adults. We prefer to talk of victory and
iindependence. Discipline and independence, we believe, are
iirreconcilable. Never was there a greater error. For far from
Ibeing irreconcilable, discipline and independence are comple-
mentary. The one cannot exist without the other. They are
mutually dependent.

So, in this great ycar which has brought India her
independence, let us remember that the price of independence
iis discipline; the more worth-while and sturdy the independence,
tthe more exacting the discipline. And as we rightly congratulate
ourselves and our country on our freedom and inde endence,
llet us put meaning into these words by seeing to it, as far
@s we are able, that we ourselves have freedom from—are
independent of—all those evils which undermine, break
clown and destroy human relationships and bring chaos
and confusion to the body politic. To have and to retain real
Freedom and m'depepdencc-_: requires nothing less than the
complete dedication, in action as well as in aspiration, of the
whole of our lives to the service of our fellowmen of whatever,
race, caste, or creed. Perfect service alone brings perfect freedom.
Only the servant of all can be truly independent.
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SCHOOL NOTES

In common with the rest of India we celebrated Indepen-
‘dence Day on August 15th. On the previous evening in Ch_apql
the Rector gave an address on the ‘Historical Setting and Signi-
ficance of Independence Day’. After a Celebration of the Holy
Communion on the morning of the 15th., the whole School and
some visitors assembled on Quad for a very simple but most
impressive ceremony at which the new Indian flag was hoisted.
At the Rector’s bidding we dedicated ourselves and the School
to the service of the New India; Mrs. Goddard hoisted the
emblem of India’s independence; and Bishop Westcott pro-
mnounced God’s blessing on the two new Dominions and their
irulers, and on the School. That day and the next were observed
:as full school holidays.

We welcome to Bengal and to Darjeeling, H. E. Mr. C.
Rajagopalacharia, the first constitutional Governor of West
-Bengal, and we wish him every happiness and success in his high
swoffice.

While he was in Calcutta in August, the Rector had the
[privilege of meeting Mahatma Gandhi at Belliaghatta. This
was a week before he began the fast which helped to bring to
@an end the communal strife in that great city. The Rector was
with him for twenty minutes and, on his return to School, gave
ws an account of his visit and of his impressions.

The Rector flew to England last December in an attempt
to recruit staff for the new term. Although he was unsuccessful
iin his immediate object, he established contact with some likely

fpeople. It is hoped that one or two of these may join us in the
mear future.

We congratulate our old friend, the Rev. R. W. Bryan,

on his appointment as Archdeacon of Calcutta and welcome him
s Vice-Chairman of the Governing Body.

.. An October we welcomed to Darjeeling and to our Govern-
iing Body the first Indian Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling,

IMr. B. K. Acharya. We wish him and Mrs. Acharya every
thappiness during their stay amongst us. :
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We also welcome as members of the Governing Body Mr.
A. P. Benthall, the Head of Bird and Company and Vice
President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce; and Lt. Col.
F.H.A.L. Davidson, who throughout this year has beén Medical
Officer to the School.

Mr. Clarke went on leave, with his family, at the end of
November and we have been without his services all through
this School year. He has been greatly missed. Recently we heard
that on the advice of the specialists in England he had decided
not to return to India and had submitted his resignation to the
Governors. It is his intention to continue schoolmastering in
South Africa where he has now gone. We are most grateful to
him for his many years of devoted service to St. Paul’s in so
many different ways, and we wish him a speedy return to health
and strength, and every happiness and success in the new country
in which he has chosen to live.

Mr. Elloy has been appointed Senior Master in succession to
Mr. Clarke and has already taken over the Bursar’s Office. We
extend to him our warmest congratulations.

We were delighted to have our old friend and Chaplain, Mr.
Wells, staying in the School for the latter part of September.
Few guests could have been more welcome; indeed from the
moment he arrived he was quite obviously not a guest, but
simply one of us, as he has always been We congratulate him
on his success in his first Janguage examination.

At the beginning of term, we welcomed to the staff the Rev.
D. E. J. Earle, Mr. B. W. Sackett, Major S. C. James, Mr. E. F.
Thomson and Miss G. Woodfall. The first two left us after a
few months. the one for Assam and the other for England. The
Scouts will long remember Major James for his keenness and
enthusiasm, whilst we shall all remember Mr. Thomson for
many kindnesses and for his excellent bust of Bishop Westcott.
Miss Woodfall soon settled down to her work in the Junior
School where she has been a tower of strength.

We welcomed two other old friends back to the School this
year. S. V. S. Naidu came up in March to stay a week or two
with the Rector; he remained on for the whole of the year,
taking charge of the P.T., the Gym and the Games, and teaching
form subjects in the Middle School. Both the Gym and the
games have benefitted very considerably from his enthusiasm
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and efficiency. We are glad to know that he will be returning
to us next year. Bishop Westcott arrived in April; he had a
rousing reception. On Mr. Earle's departure, he once again
acted as Chaplain and remained on until the end of the year.
He threw himself with all his mature vigour and enthusiasm
into our corporate life and into every other department of the
School’s activities, and we were all the richer for his presence

amongst us.

Early in the Monsoon we had the privilege of a visit from
Shakespeareana, an English touring Company. We shall long
remember their renderings of the Merchant of Venice, Julius
Caesar, Macbeth and Othello.

We deeply regret to record the death on September 15th of
Rapchong Singh, for so many years the Head Groundsman of
the School. Few servants have rendered the School such long,
loyal and devoted service as he gave St. Paul’s under a succession
of Rectors. An appreciation by an O.P. appears elsewhere in
this issue.

As we go to press we have to record the passing of two
other members of the School staff, both of which leave us the
poorer. K. P. Shah, the junior Office clerk, died very suddenly
on December 5th., and a few weeks later the Head Cook passed
on after a serious illness which he bore patiently and very
cheerfully. We extend our warmest sympathies to their relatives.

St. Paul’s lost one of her best friends when Father A. Laenen
S. J. passed peacefully away last year at North Point a few
minutes before Christmas Day. He was loved and respected
by many generations of O.P’s. Some of us who are still here
will long remember his lovable nature, his saintliness and his
transparent goodness. We extend our deepest sympathy to the
Rector, the staff and boys at St. Joseph'’s.

The new Servants’ Quarters were completed in June, and
the Servants went into them in July. Thanks to the kindness
and generosity of Paul Gregory and Kim Taylor, all the quarters
on the Busti have now been fitted with electric light. The
servants are most grateful.

. We congratulate Paul Raschid and Kim Taylor on winning
their Boxing blues. Raschid fought for Cambridge and Taylor
for Oxford.
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Some seven-a-side football was tried at the end of the year.
It gave much exercise to the players and very considerable
interest and entertainment to the spectators.

On October 2nd., there was a strike in Darjeeling of the
whole Municipal staff. For forty eight hours we were without
lights and we had only the water which was contained in the
reserve tank. At first we thought the strike exciting, but we
soon tired of the resultant conditions and we were glad it was
settled so speedily.

We congratulate Shumshere i on the splendid recovery he
has made from the very severe illness he had in August. We
should like, too, to record our gratitude to Col. Davidson, the
members of the Eden Sanitarium nursing staff, and to the blood
donors, for the parts they severally played in Shumshere’s
recovery.

The Football XI and the Gym Teams, at the invitation of
the Maharaja of Sikkim, paid a visit to Gangtok in the Pujahs
and had a delightful time. We are most grateful to H.H. and
to his sons for their kind and generous hospitality. .

The Municipal Commissioners have recently decided to
open the Jalapahar Road to all light cars From now onwards,
it will therefore be possible for parents and friends to drive
right up to the School grounds. This will be a great conven-
ience, for which we are most grateful.

Mr. E. V. Staynor, the Inspector of European Schools, paid us
his annual visit on the 6th November. We were delighted.to
have him here with us.

On the morning of Saturday, 6th December, our Cambridge
boys took advantage of a break in their examinations and went
down to North Point where they played their ‘fellow-sufferers
from St. Joseph’s at football. A very energetic and exciting game
ensued, which we just managed to win. After the match all the
School Certificate candidates from both schools had lunch
together in the St. Joseph’s Dining Hall, and then motored to
Ging Tea Estate where they spent the afternoon as guests of
Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Durnford. Our best tennis pair, Martyrossian
and Ispahani, played the two leading St. Joseph's players on the
Ging Court; Mr. Durnford umpired and the rest of us watched.
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Ixcellent tennis it was too. Altogether we had as delightful a
break in our contest with the examiners as we could have wished
for, and we are most grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Durnford, and to
Father West, for making it possible

As we go to press, we learn that our sister school, St. Michael’s,
is being closed and will not therefore be open next year. We
regret that considerations of finance and staff have made this step
necessary. Life will not be quite the same without the * Dio’ and
we take this opportunity of wishing its last generation of girls
every happiness and success wherever life may take them.

Dr. Kars, Mrs. Sanderson and Miss Edwards are leaving at
the end of this year. Dr. Kars is going to teach German in
France.- Lawrence in particular will miss his keenness and
enthusiasm; the rest of us will miss both him and Mrs. Kars,
not to mention Helen, in a variety of ways. Mrs. Sanderson
is leaving to join her sons in England. She will be ‘greatly
missed in the Chapel, at concerts and musical evenings, and by
every boy who has learnt to play the piano in recent years.
After two years of loyal service Miss Edwards is also going to
England. Our gratitude and our warmest good wishes for their
future go with them all.

Towards the end of the year Mrs. O’Sullivan after eleven
years devoted service, also decided to retire, and she will not
be with us when we reassemble. It is not easy to picture the
School without her. Much of the work of Matrons is necessarily
done behind the scenes of school life and Mrs. O’Sullivan was
never one to push hersell to the front. But in her own way,
by quiet selfless industry and by a deep abiding interest in the
welfare of her boys and everything that made for their good, she
has made a contribution to St. Paul’s which it would be presump-
tion on our part to try to assess. A cheque was presented to her
after the End of Term Supper in token of our gratitude and
affection. With this she has purchased herself a fur coat and
hat. We hope these will serve to remind her of many happy days
at St. Paul’s, as well as of our gratitude and our warmest good
wishes for her future health and happiness.
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RAPCHONG SINGH ( By an O.P.)

My ecarliest memories ol Rapchong date back to 1916
when as a small boy, I was in the Junior School. At that
time, Rapchong was in charge of what we called the big P.V,,
but occasionally he also came down to the small P.V., which
was nothing but a godown containing, among other things, the
old pump. This building was demolished many years ago.

In those days we played hockey as soon as the School
reassembled in March. Rapchong was occasionally there at
the small P.V., to hand out the hockey sticks and I well remember
how it was only the very bold who ever dared to suggest that
the stick he had given them was not a good one! If a boy did
complain of his stick he was reproved gently but firmly. The
P.V's. working under him regarded him with a healthy awe.
He could roar like the ‘ Bull of Bashan ' if work was not done
to his satisfaction; yet he would applaud just as loudly some
particular piece of good play in a School match.

As we grew older we learnt to know Rapchong better. And
we learnt to love him. He was a severe critic of our play when
he felt it merited criticism, particularly if the match was an
important one. He was equally ready to encourage. He was
intensely loyal. He watched every match of importance and
gave the school side all the vocal support and advice of which
he was capable. But his loyalty did not stop there. He took
every care of our gear; our bats and hockey sticks were kept
in as line a condition as Rapchong could keep them. And if
we had a favourite stick or bat, Rapchong would generally keep
it specially aside for us.
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Rapchong’s connection with the School goes back long
before 1916. FEven then he was an institution, and we felt he
had been at the School ever since it began its career in Darjeeling.
In actual fact, T believe he came to St. Paul’s very early in
Rector Carter’s regime. I have heard him say that he started as

a very small chokra under Mr. Carter.

It was a privilege to meet Rapchong again last year up
on the School Busti, after a lapse of 25 years. It was good to
find him back at the Old School, still as loyal as ever. He had
naturally aged, but beyond that there was very little change.
We were soon talking about the old times; he was a wonderful
story teller. He returned to St. Paul’s five years ago to die. Weé
are glad he was able to spend the evening of his life in the
place he loved best. His passing has not only broken what is
probably the longest connection anyone has ever had with the
School; it has also taken from many an Old Paulite a dear and
valued friend. Certainly no School could ever want more loyal
or devoted service than Rapchong gave so unstintingly to St.
Paul’s during his forty or fifty vears’ connection with it.
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SPEECH DAY

Speech Day this year was celebrated on the twentieth
of October, when we were honoured by the presence of H. E.
Mr. C. Rajagopalacharia, the first constitutional Governor
of West Bengal, who presented the prizes and addressed as
large and as varied an audience as we have ever had at St. Paul’s
for this function. This was H. E.’s first visit to Darjeeling and to
St. Paul’s and we were delighted to have him here. His speech
was an extempore one, but unfortunately no record of it was
kept. At the close of proceedings in the Hall, Mr. Durnford
proposed and Bishop Westcott seconded a very warm vote of
thanks to the Governor.

THE RECTOR'S SPEECH.

Your Excellency, My Lord Bishop, Ladies and Gentlemen;

It is less than ten weeks since the creation of the Province
of West Bengal, and since His Excellency assumed the arduous
duties of its first constitutional Governor. It is therefore a
signal honour he is conferring on us today in coming to this
corner of his province to preside at our Annual Speech Day,
particularly at this time when there are so many other urgent
calls on his time and energy. We are proud to welcome him
to our School here in the mountains, We welcome him not
only as our Governor, but as one of India’s elder statesmen; a
man of clear vision and deep sympathies. and as one who for many
years has been in the closest touch with India’s education. We
are most grateful for his presence and, with our gratitude, we
extend to him our warmest wishes for his happiness and success
in his very responsible office.

I wish to extend a cordial welcome too to those Governors of
the School, parents and friends who, in these busy, tumultuous
days, have found the time—and energy—to climb our hill and
be with us this afternoon. I am deeply grateful for this further
indication of your abiding interest in our welfare and our future.

I have spoken before on this platforpn of the difficulties of the
year I was then reviewing. I sometimes wonder whether any

12
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Headmaster anywhere ever has the happy task of reviewing
a year which has been easy! I very much doubtit! Yet 1947
has been difficult in a way in which no other year has been.
Never before has there been a year so momentous in Indian
History; never one so full of optimism and pessimism, of eager
hope and corroding fear; of perplexity, fascination, and some-
times of despair. For many years past India had been clearly
folding her tents in preparation for some great journey; 1947
has seen the trek begun. Whither was she going?  The future
was intriguing, exciting—but it remained unpredictable.

A few weeks before term began, the British Government had
announced its intention of giving India as early as possible
complete freedom to determine her own government and to
realise her own destiny. A week or two after we had reassem-
bled, Lord Mountbatten arrived in New Delhi—the last of the
Viceroys—to implement the decisions of the British Cabinet.
You will not want me to try to review the events which moved
on with such rapidity and culminated two months ago in the
birth of the two new dominions of India and Pakistan. Such
a task is not only outside my purpose; it is beyond my powers.
Like many of you, I remain bewildered at the rapid passage of
events; I feel something like a cork tossed about on a heaving,
restless, troubled sea. There is something stimulating and
exhilerating about living in times when history is so obviously
being made, but it is well-nigh impossible to rccord coherently
one’s feelings and reactions in regard to these great historical
processes. They balfle description.

It is relatively easy to recount the bare facts of the year
which is now drawing to its close—our 124th. Our numbers have
been roughly the same as last year; if anything they have been
slightly up. Of nearly 200 boys. 80 are Indians. They have
made a keen, alert, vigorous school. Apart from one serious
case, our health this year has been extraordinarily good. As
scems Lo be our custom, we have given the School Doctor a Fair
number of bones to set. Playing our games, as we do, in every
kind of weather and on what must be some of the hardest—as
well as the highest—grounds in the world, occasional fractures
are inevitable. But none of them has been serious. We have had
no epidemics. For this happy state of affairs we have to thank
two devoted Hospital Sisters and a skilful Medical Officer, who
has spared himself no pains and who has endeared himself to us
all. T particularly want to take this opportunity of thanking
Col. Davidson afd the Staff of the Eden Sanitarium for the care.
skill and devotion with which they nursed back to life one of
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our senior boys who in other circumstances we might well have
lost.. Boys who gave their blood, or who were ready to give it,
also shared in this recovery. It is a matter of congratulation that
Col. Davidson will remain on as our Medical Officer for some
time to come.

The good health of the School has also been due once again
to the steady, conscientious work and the unstinted care of the
School Steward and the two Matrons. 1 never cease to marvel
at the cheerfulness and enthusiasm with which these three pillars
of the School so consistently carry out their difficult tasks. No
schoolboy, and very few adults, cver get as much food as they
think they need; nor do they ever get just what they want!
One parent who had heard from his son that he was in the last
throes of starvation wrote to ask me whether I could do some-
thing before his wretched child gave up the unequal contest. I
was on the point of writing to say how difficult it was in these
days to get all the food we required, when I thought of the
weight book. There, to my joy, I found that in the five months
the boy had been at school he had put on eight pounds!
Needless to say, my letter was not nearly so apologetic as at one
time it looked like being! The experience of most of the other
boys has been similar; though there have been one or two cases
where boys have lost weight and have been none the worse for
it! If you parents will take a look at your sons you will find
I am not exaggerating. We still need more flour and sugar than
it is possible at present for Government to give us, yet I know
of no other school where boys are better fed. For this we owe
our gratitude to the cheerful, tireless devotion of Mr. Jokhey
and his staff. I want too to express my warmest thanks to the
Matrons for the inimitable way in which they have looked after
the other creature comforts of your sons.

In a still wider sense the School has been a healthy one.
Despite the changes which have been going on, insi_de and around
us, we have continued all our old activities with a zest and
enthusiasm which bear comparison with some of the best years

of the past.

‘These recent times have been more difficult perhaps for wqu
than for anything else. In a ch_aotlc world suc}1 as that 1n.wh1ch
we live, pure academic learning and examination certificates
tend to lose the significance they once had. With the sudden
and unavoidable changes in the School last year, both in Staft
and boys, it was perhaps mcv;ta’gle that our exammatzon results
should not be up to our usual high standard. Even so, wedwtegc
disappointed that only twelve boys out of twenty passe e
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School Certificate. The results of some of the boys could not
have been better; other boys however had taken advantage of
staff difficulties to their own ultimate disadvantage. This year
we have had a great deal more co-operation and I hope we are
going to improve on last year’s results. In his report, the
Inspector said, ““ The School gives a vigorous and balanced
education; its tradition is being well maintained and
strengthened”.

Of five of our old boys now in their first year at Lough-
borough Engineering College, three passed their first annual
examination in the First Division; the remaining two were near
the top of the Second Division.

Our Games XI's have been young and somewhat inex-
perienced, yet our cricket and hockey were a good deal better
than last year, whilst the football—at least at the end of the
season—was every bit as good. Many of you will have witnessed
our Annual Sports on Saturday. Records may not have been
broken—this is not unnatural, since most of them were establi-
shed by boys a good deal older—but the events were all keenly
and evenly contested. I cannot remember a longer list of entries
than we had this year for the Marathons. These long distance
races are a fair test of the life and stamina of the School. I was
particularly impressed at the way non-athletic boys entered for
these races and not only completed the course but often gained
higher places than we had expected.

: At the end of May we put on a Gymnastic Display at the
Gymkhana Club which was of a good standard and was widely
appreciated. This year our gym has been in the capable hands
of one of our Old Boys, Mr. Naidu, and he has every reason to
be proud of the results of his efforts, and we of him. He came
here to help the School in its time of need. Not only I myself,
but many of your sons, have good cause to be grateful for Mr.
Naidu’s selfless example and his unswerving loyalty. We are
putting on another Display on Wednesday, which we hope will
be even better than the last. We are doing it in aid of a fund
to extend our gymnasiuin—a very necessary project. I hope as
many of you as can will come, both to see the display and to
augment our fund. We continue to fight, but our boxing season
has only just begun.

The Cadet Corps functioned with commendable efficiency until
August 15th when, in common with all other units of the A.F.I.
it was disbanded. Ever since it seems to have rained on Thursday
afternoons—the old Corps day! The Scouts and Cubs continue
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to flourish. Last year we again won the Jackson Shield and we
hope to retain it this year. A new scoutroom, furnished and
equipped by Major James, has been a great boon to a number
of scouts. The Musical Evenings,” so carefully prepared and
directed by Dr. Kars, have again becn greatly appreciated; other
School societies have been maintained.

The only building we have done this year has been to
complete the new Servants’ quarters and the revetment wall along-
side the big field. We are still unable to house all our servants,
but few servants in Darjeeling are better accommodated than
those of ours now living on the School Busti. And they deserve
to be well-housed. No school could want a more loyal, cheerful or
friendly band of servants. Our playing field is bigger, safer and
[ar better in appearance since Mr. Jokhey completed his revetment
wall. We now only await our new pavilion.

But this year everything else—inside the School and outside
paled into insignificance before the great march of events in
India. In common with the rest of the country we were
spellbound by the speed .with which India moved on to its
independence. We watched the country’s progress with interest,
hope, confidence and pride. We hoisted the flag of India with
our own and celebrated Independence Day with the rest of the
country, dedicating the School and ourselves to the service of
India and to the furtherance of those things which make for
true freedom and lasting peace.

Like many others, in the face of this gigantic venture, we
found ourselves asking, “ Whither goes India? What of the
future?” In.a so-called European School too we have found
ourselves wondering whether there was any further part
FEuropeans could usefully play in this great land. Some parents
and staff have already decided that the answer is in the negative
and. for better or for worse, they and their sons are now in other
lands. Some have already returned, or are on their way back.
Others still feel that there is much, particularly in education,
that the European can give—that is if it is wanted.

Schools like St. Paul’s were originally founded to give a good
sound Christian education to Europeans and Anglo- Indians. As
many of you know, we began doing t.ln's in Calcutta as far back
as 1828. Ever since, we have been training the sons of thc;se com-
munities to go oul and serve India, the country of their blrtg
or adoption. Nor, I believe, have we been unsuccqssful. An
since the beginning of this century we have been taking an %veré
increasing number of Indians. We were glad to do so. for ther
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