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EDITORIAL

t would be wellnigh impossible to produce an editorial of
I this sort without some reference to Peace. We had our
various ‘' Victory =~ holidays and celebrations, and there
appeared a marked lack of spontaneity and enthusiasm about
them; except of course the natural pleasure of teachers and
taught at missing some periods of class. Seemingly this lack
of enthusiasm was not entirely local. One wonders if it was
the result of tiredness or a prophetic vision.

We have at varicus times assembled in Chapel and
thanked God for Peace, but it is hardly apparent. Almost
wherever we look, we see greed, aggression, hate and distrust.
However paradoxical it may sound, the world is less peaceful
now than when it was united into opposing factions, closely
knit by fear and dire necessity. No one, however exalted or
humble he be, has the right to speak of Peace, still less to
thank whatever god he worships, until he works for it and
sees it unfold. He can do this by beginning with himself and
his immediate relationship with those around him.

In too many minds there is failure to distinguish between
Victory and Peace—they only become identical when the
victory is over all evil and causes of suffering, and not merely
immediate physical enemies. The confusion between Victory
and Peace is on a level with the common error of the world
to-day, the exalting of material values at the expense of
spiritual.  Victory—per se—is entirely of the flesh, Peace of
the Spirit. At present it looks as if the world will have a yet

heavier price to pay before it learns this most fundamental of
lessons.
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! SCHOOL NOTES

In February the Rector was ordered to England on sick leave,
For sometime his health had not been good, but he never
spared himself in the service of others, and his burden had
been greatly increased by the difficulties of feeding and
organising the School in wartime. We were delighted to
hear favourable reports of the improvement in his health;
still more, those of us who were here, to see him back on the
24th January, looking much better for his leave. At the
time of going to Press we are delighted to hear that
Mrs. Goddard has been able to obtain a passage and will be
here again soon. At the time of writing she is at sea, but by
the time this appears in print she will be amongst us again; we
offer her and the Rector the warmest of welcomes home again.
On the 2Znd December Mr. Henson and his family left
here to go home on leave. We wish them all a very happy
holiday. :

Our examination results were satisfactory. Twenty-one
boys sat for the School Certificate Examination and all passed
—9 in the first grade and 8 in the second: In the Junior
Cambridge, 18 out of 23 candidates were successful. In the
ILA. and [.Sc. examinations, 4 candidates entered; 2 passed in
the first division, | in the second and | failed. Nine candidates
entered for the examinations of the Royal College of Music.
All passed, 3 with credit.

We are grateful to Major Brebner for a most helpful
and instructive talk in connection with sex education, given to
sk } the Senior School, also to the late Metropolitan, Mr. Ellicott

ul and Mr. Durnford for generous gifts of books to the Library.

Among other visitors to ‘the School, we were pleased to
welcome three members of the Commission studying Anglo-
Indian and European Education—namely the Bishop of

ahore, Mr. Spiller, LLE.S., and Mr. Doutre. Fifty-seven
A.F. Chaplains under the leadership of Canon R. F.
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Diggle, M.C., again used the School for their conference,
also the Bishop of Newcastle was here at the same time. A
party of about 20 R.A.F. Officers and other ranks, led by
three R.A.F. Chaplains, also came here in November for a
Moral Leadership Course. F/O F. C. Birchell, R.A.F., and
Commander G. W. Rayner, R.N.V.R., spent their leave here.
Mr. Birchell was kind enough to give several piano and
organ recitals, which were greatly appreciated. Commander
Rayner has done a lot of work in the Antarctic in connection
with whales and was awarded the Polar Medal in 1940.

We congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Jansen on the birth of a
son on |6th September and Mr. and Mrs. Elloy on the birth

of a daughter on 6th December.
When Mrs. Jansen had to stop teaching, Mrs. Henson

very kindly took over her work in the Junior School.

We are very grateful to the widow of W/C K. K.
Majumdar, D.F.C., for endowing a special prize in memory of
her husband. This will be known as the Majumdar General
Knowledge Prize. _

We are grateful to Major Purcell and F/Lt. Shaw, whos
kindness has made it possible for the School to see several
sound films during the year. We are also grateful to
Mr. Y. S. Ahmed, LLF.S., F. J. Durnford, C. W. Emmett and
S. J. Emmett who gave considerable assistance with the
work of starting a School garden, called a farm by the
optimistic.

We have-continued with the experiment in Citizenship
again, but it was limited to Form V and above, although
certain boys in Form IV were admitted by special election.
It should be emphasised that this venture is still very much
in the experimental stage and requires much careful thought
and alteration.

Several danczs have been held with St. Michael's and
were greatly appreciated. We take this opportunity on Sister
Georgina’s retirement of thanking her for all her kindness
and co-operation and wishing her well in the future.

On the 1st December about 18 boys enjoyed a trip to
the Teesta Valley and Kalimpong in a convoy of Jeeps.
Ostensibly the party went because one of their number was
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engaged on writing an account of the supply route from
Ghoom to Kalimpong and Sikkim, but this task sat lightly on
his companions, who were mainly interested in the local
price of oranges and some good river bathing. We are
grateful to Major Gilmour who made the trip possible.

We take this opportunity of welcoming Dr. Hubback,
the new Metropolitan and Chairman of our Governing Body.
He was present for the Sports, held a Confirmation Service
and presided on Speech Day. We hope that this is only
the first of many visits by him.

We welcome Dr. Kars, Mr. Willcox, Mrs. Braun,
Mrs. Jansen and Miss Browne to the Staff and hope they will
be happy with us.

We regret to announce the recent death of ‘* Blackie”
of Tuck-Shop fame, at Benares.

At the end of term, we said good-bye to the padre, the
Rev. G. R. Wells; he went as reluctantly as we bid him
farewell. For eight years he had served the School loyally.
and faithfully as Chaplain, master and friend. We shall not
readily forget his youthful enthusiasm on the games field or
on the way to Sandakphu, his affection for the School and
everyone in it, his generosity to those in trouble and in need,
the reverence with which he conducted the Chapel services,
or the sincerity and humility of his life. 'We understand that,
if a successor to him cannot be found, he may return to us for
a short period. If he does, he will be assured of a warm
welcome; if circumstances take him elsewhere our thoughts
and affections will go with him.

As we write, Mr. and Mrs. Ellicott are waiting in Calcutta
for a boat to take them to New Zealand where they have now
decided to make their home. Mr. Ellicott came to us in 1937,
since when he has served us in a variety of ways. We shall

remember him especially as Housemaster of Lawrence, as our
instructor in Latin; we shall remember him in charge of the
recruits and the scouts, refereeing hockey matches and helping
with the Sports; nor shall we forget his work as the found‘er,
inspirer and leader of his little School orchestra. Everything

e did with a sincerity and thoroughness which were an
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example to us all. We wish him, Mrs. Ellicott and Bill
every happiness in their new life and surroundings.

Sister Barbara Smith has also left us; she has taken her
nursing and cooking abilities with her to the Welham
Preparatory School at Dehra Dun. For six years she has
given the School faithful and devoted service; nothing was
ever too much for her; none was too small or too mean to
receive the benefits of her attention. We know we are
expressing the feelings of all when we thank her for her care
and her skill, for her kindness and generosity; one or two
of us can probably thank her that we are still alive. Our
gratitude and affection will follow her to her new work. We
hope, if she remains in India, we may see her up here from
time to time during her holidays.

Mr. Wheeler has also left. He was with us for but two
short years, but during that period he has served us
conscientiously and we are grateful to him for coming to our
assistance at a time when Staff was so short. We wish him
every happiness in the retirement on which he now embarks
and which he so richly deserves.

[We regret that this issue of the Chronicle will appear rather
later than usual ; the delay has been unavoidable as parts of it
could not be finally prepared for the printers until some time
after the Reclor's return from England.—Ed.]




IN MEMORIAM

y the tragic death of Wing Commander K. K. Majumdar,

D.F.C., at Lahore on 17th February, India lost one of

her foremost airmen, whilst St. Paul's lost one of her most
charming and distinguished sons.

Karan Majumdar was at St. Paul's from March 1924
until 1931. After passing his Higher School Certificate as
well as his School Certificate, he passed into the R.A.F. College
at Cranwell, from where he was commissioned in 1934 as a
Pilot Officer. After a short spell of service in England, he
returned to India, where he remained until the outbreak of
the war.

When the Japs moved up into Burma early in 1942,
Majumdar went out with the 1st Indian Squadron, which he
himself had trained, and during the fighting which ensued he
was awarded the D.F.C. for gallantry. Shortly after this he
was promoted Wing Commander, the first Indian Officer to
reach this rank, and was sent as Staff Officer to Air
Headguarters to help establish the Indian Air Force on a
wartime basis and to expand it.

In 1944, Majumdar relinquished his rank as Wing
Commander to go to Europe. After further training in
England, he saw action with the R.A.F. on D-Day, at Falaise,
and subsequently on the Seine and the Scheldt. He was
awarded a Bar to his D.F.C. He returned to India and, as
her leading pilot, was given command of an [.A.F. display
flicht, which was to tour India. It was whilst leading this
that he met his death at Lahore.

Karan Majumdar was a valiant, fearless, intrepid airman;
his work was appreciated, his courage and skill rewarded.
Whether his duties were operational or administrative, he was
brilliant. But he was more than that. He was great not only
in what he achieved but in what he was.  With that quiet

onfidence in himself and the modesty which is the hall-mark
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of greatness, it was impossible to be‘in his presence without
realising that here was a man of rare quality and texture. He

was a lucid speaker, a most intelligent conversationalist, a’

warm-hearted and generous friend, and a man of complete
integrity. Majumdar was always proud of his School, and
missed no opportunity of visiting it; his School, in her sorrow,
is even more proud of him. . We offer our deepest sympathy
to his widow and his family-in their cruel bereavement.

_ * # * *

Captain (temporary Major) F. G. Blaker, V.C., M.C,,
was educated here and later at Taunton School. Below we
give a copy of the official citation from the 7imes, and an
extract from the Tauntonian of January 1945 :—

“In Burma on 9th July a company of the 9th Gurkha
Rifles was ordered to carry out a wide, encircling movement
across unknown and precipitous country, through dense jungle,

to attack a strong position on the summit of an important hill

overlooking Taungni.

“Major Blaker carried out this movement with the utmost
précision, and took up a position with his company on the
extreme ‘right flank of the enemy, in itself a feat of consider-
able. military skill.

.‘.Another company, after bitter fighting, had succeeded

in taking the forward edge of the enemy position by a frontal

assault, but had failed to reach the main crest of the hill in the

face of fierce opposition. - :

- "~ At this crucial moment Major Blaker's company came
under heavy and accurate fire at close range from a medium
machine‘gun and two light machine-guns, and their advance
was alsoscompletely stopped. :

" Major Blaker advanced ahead of his men through very
heavy fire, and, in spite of being severely wounded in the arm
by a grenade, he located the machine-guns, which were the
pivot of the enemy defence, and single-handed charged the
position. When hit-by a burst of three rounds through the
body, he continued to cheer on his men while lying on the
ground. - His fearless' leadership and outstanding courage so
inspired his'company that they stormed the hill and captured’
the objective, while the enemy fled in terror into the jungle.

9

——

g e P Sl P

I




* Major Blaker died of wounds while being evacuated
from the battlefield. His heroism and self-sacrifice were
beyond all praise and contributed in no small way to the
defeat of the enemy and the successful outcome of the
operations.”’

* ¥ * ¥

" But some of us have been privileged to read the words
of men on the spot who saw the deed of valour; and the spirit
thrilled and the pulse beat faster even of the least imaginative
among us. Wounded and lying on the ground when his
objective was all but won, Blaker cheered on his men till they
had chased the Japs from their position and made it possible
for our troops operating from another direction to drive home
a big advantage. An Old Tauntonian joins the long line of
heroes that includes, to name but two, Epaminondas in ancient
Greece and General Wolfe at Quebec. His act was the logical
development of the character we had seen unfolding here.
Though normally, and perhaps naturally, reserved, Blaker
knew what he wanted, and so, whether it was success at water
polo or swimming, or colours in the XI or the XV, or official
rank in Wills West or School Certificate on which he set
his mind, he went forward doggedly and determinedly till he
won it. He never courted popularity and was known
intimately by very few (and they prized his friendship greatly)
but he was respected by all and won their confidence, just as
on the Burmese scene his troops rallied to him and supported
him in the dare-devil exploits of which hints had filtered
through to us from time to time.

** Some of a later generation came to know Blaker, at least
by sight, for part of his training was in this neighbourhood.
To them not less than to his contemporaries he will be a
glorious memory, and to all Tauntonians he will be an inspira-
tion; for he has shown the heights to which the so-called
‘ average ' boy can rise and the way in which latent talents can
be used when dogged determination is yoked to high ideals.”

* ¥ # ¥

We share in the just pride of Taunton School and offer

our most sincere sympathy to his relations and friends in their

great loss.
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SPEECH DAY

Specch Day was held on the 15th October and the Most
Reverend the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, Dr. Hubback,
presided and presented the prizes. The Venerable G. E.
Tucker, Archdeacon of Calcutta, proposed a vote of thanks
to him at the end of the proceedings. He referred to the close
interest taken in the School by Dr. Foss Westcott and
expressed the hope that the new Metropolitan would imitate

his example.

THE ACTING RECTOR'S SPEECH
My Lord Bishop, Ladies and Gentlemen :

It is with real pleasure and gratitude that we welcome
the Metropolitan who has so kindly consented to preside at
our Annual Speech Day this afternoon. When immediately
after his election as Metropolitan at the end of June, | asked
him to preside on this occasion, he replied that the month of
October had been earmarked for him as a period of rest, and
immediately my heart sank, but on reading further 1 was
delighted to find that my invitation had been graciously
accepted.

I'am sure | am voicing the opinions of all present this
afternoon, together with those of the large number of parents
and friends of St. Paul's unable to be here now, that we are
deeply sensible of the honour conferred on us by the
Metropolitan's visit, and also we are most grateful for, and
appreciative of his kindness in coming here, even though it
has meant his giving up some of his well-earned holiday in
order to be with us to-day. We all hope that he will enjoy
his stay here and that he will always be ready to return to

- Darjeeling and to St. Paul's in particular. I can assure him
that no one will be a more welcome guest here.

With the Metropolitan | also want to welcome once
again the other members of the Board of Governors and to
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thank them as well as those who are not here to-day for all
that they have done and are doing for the School.

It is not inappropriate at this point to refer to the
resignation of Dr. Foss Westcott as Metropolitan.  His
retirement from that office has ended 25 years' close associa-
tion with the School as Chairman of the Governing Body.
His affection for and interest in our School are well known
to all and I should like to take this opportunity of publicly
expressing our most deep and sincere gratitude to him for all
that he has done for St. Paul's during that period. His
association with the School however will not finish because of
his retirement, as we are hoping that he will still be able to
continue as a member of the Board of Governors. | am sure
you will be pleased to know that I received the followmg
telegram from him only yesterday evening :—

Affectionate Greetings to Staff and Scholars.
—Foss Westcott.

which shows he is still here with us in spirit.

It is also a great pleasure to welcome so many parents
and friends of the School here to-day. This is one of the
few occasions when a Headmaster is really pleased to see
large numbers of parents on the School compound. '

Before proceeding with an account of our doings durmg
the past year, | must first refer to the absence of the Rector
in England. Last December he was ordered to take leave
as soon as possible owing to ill health and he accordingly
sailed for England with Mrs. Goddard and the children in
February. The latest news of him is that he is feellng quite
fit again and | expect he will be back before the end of the
year. | : - 7 :
"It is also the first occasion on which I have made a
speech of this nature. Many of you will no doubt think
that this should prove easy to a schoolmaster, whilst the
gentlemen at the back of the Hall, | am sure, feel that they
have heard enough of my voice already this year. I hope
therefore that in spite of these circumstances both sections
of my audience will still find the details of our activities during

the past year interesting.
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We started the year with about 250 boys on the roll
and due to the improved war situation in Europe many boys
left or were expecting to leave as the term progressed and as
passages became available. We anticipated that our numbers
would be reduced and this has actually been the case and

‘we have now just over 230 boys. Next year the exodus will

be even greater and | expect we shall just exceed the 200
‘mark. But no 'doubt the numbers will go up again when

things become more settled.

Other outward and, I was going to say, visible additions,
include new quarters for the Steward. These however are
not visible to most visitors to the School as they are situated
behind the kitchens. Nevertheless, although somewhat hidden
they are really first class and better than any other quarters
on the compound. Then there is the Hammond Organ which
was installed in the Chapel last December. Our services have
been very much improved through it and there is no doubt
that an organ—particularly of the Hammond calibre—is more
in keeping with Chapel Services than a piano, and Mrs.
Sanderson is an excellent Organist. The singing of the Choir
has been really good this year and | have not the slightest doubt
that a large measure of this improvement has been brought
about by the Hammond Organ and possibly partly due to the
fact that this year | have been a member of the Congregation
instead of one of the Choir ! In any case we have appreciated
the Choir's excellent work this year under Mr. Wells' pains-
taking care, and choir and organ form an excellent combina-
tion in our Chapel Services. _

Once again our chief problem has been to see that the
boys and Staff were adequately fed and clothed. On
Mr. Jokhey has fallen the heavy burden of arranging our
food supplies, although | have had to spend a lot of time
in communication and conversation with Supply Officers,
rationing authorities and other necessary wartime evils. The
procuring of food supplies has been on the whole easier this

year than last year, although this has been our first full school.

year that the rationing of certain essential commodities has
been in operation. With food at controlled rates we hoped
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for a reduction in expenditure, but our food bills have
increased still more on last year's excessive figures, so that
now the most difficult job is finding sufficient money to pay
for them. But in spite of the difficulties, our boys
continue to be satisfactorily fed and Mr. Jokhey is to be
congratulated on his efforts to produce good food in sufficient
quantities to feed nearly 300 people of whom 250 are school-
boys, whose appetites are proverbial—add to this a healthy
climate and plenty of outdoor games and activities, and you
will readily understand that colossal supplies have been
required. Yet in spite of innumerable difficulties—some of
which at times seemed almost insurmountable—Mr. Jokhey
has carried on with his job, efficiently, quietly and cheerfully.
No one knows more than I do the debt the School owes to him
and | wish here and now to pay my sincere tribute to his
devoted service and loyal co-operation.

This has been a very difficult year as regards health and
a large part of our time has been spent in quarantine. One
of the reasons for this, I suggest, is due to the fact that the New
School closed down last December. In the past few years the
New School has acted as a very effective barrier to infectious
diseases. They seemed to stop all the germs that tried to make
their way up the hill from Darjeeling and we benefited
accordingly. With the R.A.F. using the new school buildings
as billets for their leave cenire, we are now hoping for that
happy state of freedom from infection to return as a permanent
condition. One boy in an attempt to break all previous
records contracted chicken-pox, measles and mumps in quick
succession. 1hose of you who know Sister Smith will have
gathered that she has been in her element through all these
epidemics, and as ever Sister’s unstinting care and devotion to
her patients have won the affection of all who have passed
through her hands. I should like to take this opportunity of
thanking the Civil Surgeon, Major Brebner, who although
extremely busy and overworked with his very heavy wartime
duties, still finds time to make the long journey up to the
School to attend to our medical needs.

In the sphere of work, again our examination results
were excellent. - All the 21 Senior Cambridge candidates were
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successful, 9 in the first grade, 8 in the second and 4 in the
third. We have never done better and the detailed results were
also the best ever. In the Junior Cambridge, 18 passed out of
23—another very satisfactory achievement. In the Calcutta
University Intermediate Examinations four candidates entered
of whom 3 were successful—two in the first and | in the second

division. All these results, I am sure you will agree,
reflect the greatest credit on both the Teaching Staff
and on the examination candidates themselves. Before

leaving the subject of examinations, | must mention that this
is the last year that we shall present candidates for the Junior
Cambridge Examination. For some time past we have
realised that due to confining ourselves to the curriculum of
that examination we have been restricted in our efforts to give
our boys a good general education, and although the Junior
Cambridge has the advantage of being looked upon as a
practice for the more important Senior Cambridge Examina-
tion, yet this is outweighed by the disadvantages. I am sure
this is a wise decision and that the benefits we expect to derive
from this change will materialise in various ways in the near
future.

As the Rector mentioned at last year's Speech Day, the
ground has been relaid and the khudside revetted. This work
was finally completed during the cricket season but is still not
quite finished; the work already done however has consider-
ably improved our playing area in both quality and appearance
and our games have benefited in consequence.

I think I am not making an overstatement when I say that
the standard of our games continues to be good. We had a
very useful cricket side which did very well indeed in all
matches with the exception of the two games against St.
Joseph's who proved too strong for us. In the first match we
narrowly averted defeat and only the call of time saved us.
In the return game at North Point after bowling and fielding

well, our batsmen collapsed and gave St. Joseph's an easy
victory,
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Our football season was interfered with through our being
-in quarantine, which stopped: all our Inter-School fixtures,
Football continues to be our best game and our numerous
fixtures against strong military sides enhanced our already high
reputation. We were most disappointed when St. Joseph's
found it impossible to accede to our request to prolong their
football season by three days in order to enable the usual
football fixtures to take place between the schools. As many
of you will have guessed, we had a very strong football side
and we were honoured when seven of our boys were selected to
play for this district in a Civilians versys Military Charity
Match. They gave an excellent display and helped their side
to win an easy victory over their military opponents. In the
previous charity match when none of our boys could p.Iay .
‘owing to quarantine, the Civilian side was heavily defeated.

; Our hockey season has been temporarily interrupted for
‘Athletics—but we have a fairly good side. We lost to
Goethals and Victoria at Kurseong and drew with Goethals
on our ground. The relaying of the ground has helped to
improve the standard of our hockey, but we have had almost
the wettest hockey season on record and many games have
been played under conditions which made any kind of hockey
impossible. . .

Our Athletics continue to flourish. Once again both
Senior and Junior Marathon records were broken—the Senior
for the second successive year by the School Captain, Gareth
Williams. Many of you witnessed the Sports last Saturday
and | am sure you were not disappointed with what you saw.
We are very disappointed that the D.D.A.A. could find no
other day for the Annual District Sports but to-day. This has
prevented several of our athletes from taking part in the
meeting and | have no doubt that they would have given
a good account of themselves had they entered in the open
events. : ' s

Our Annual Gymnastic Display took place last week at
the Gymkhana Club and reached its usual high standard.
Mr. Warren and the gymnasts are to be congratulated on their
splendid performance. ‘ '
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As usual at this time we are near the end of the Boxing
Season and | hope as many of you as possible will come to
our Inter-House Finals which will be fought in this Hall on
Friday, 2nd November. You will be assured of a good
evening's entertainment and though some of the contestants
may be lacking in skill, there should be no lack of spirit.

Our Cadet Platoon continues to flourish under the able
command of Mr. Henson and once again went to Takdah for
their Annual Camp at the end of last month. They still hold
the reputation of being the best shots amongst the School
Cadet Platoons in this district.

Our Scouts and Cubs are thriving and are very keen and
efficient. The Scouts are to be congratulated on winning the
Jackson Shield for General Proficiency and the Keelan Shield
for Ambulance work in competition with all other troops in this
district.

We have decided to introduce Sex Education in the Senior
School. This is a feature of the education given in many
schools in England to-day, and I am convinced that this is a
progressive step in our work here. Since we as schoolmasters
are responsible for the physical and mental well-being of
boys during the greater part of their adolescent life, we must
not shirk our responsibilities. The subject of sex has for
such a long time been looked upon as a taboo—a thing to be
avoided in conversation at all costs—with the result that in
many cases the adolescent period in a boy's life has been one
of fear, unhappiness, and retarded mental and physical
development, instead of one in which all his faculties should
develop and grow, unhindered by repressions and inhibitions.
The resolution and sublimation of many harmful complexes
can easily be brought about through a rational approach to
sex education.

Musical evenings have again been a regular feature during
this year—moreover, they have been popular and. well
attended. I should like to thank in particular Mr. Taylor and
Dr. Kars, as well as Mrs. Sanderson and Mrs. Braun, for all
that they have done and are doing for us in the realm of music.
: I have summarised so far a large number of our activities
in School. There are many others which lack of time
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precludes me from mentioning. But it must be quite evident
to all of you that what has been going on here since last Speech
Day has called forth the very best efforts of the Staff—several
of whom are overdue for leave, but who still carry on cheer-
fully, without complaint and with lots of patience, doing the
best they can for your sons at all times and often under very
difficult circumstances. | therefore now pay -tribute to the
work of all the Staff, teachers, matrons, office and domestic
staff on my own behalf as well as on behalf of all parents.
The sixth year of the war has not been an easy one for us and
all Staff are to be congratulated and thanked for what they
have accomplished during that period.

Although time prevents me from mentioning all Staff
individually, | want to thank in particular Mr. Henson who
has acted as Senior Master this year. | have greatly valued
his loyal co-operation and sound advice. His activities in the
School I need not repeat here—they are already well known
by most people. I can only say that when he goes on his well-
deserved home leave, which he hopes to take at the end of
this year, we shall miss him very much. There is no doubt
that his place will be very difficult to fill.

I must also take this opportunity of referring to the
coming departure of both Mr. Ellicott and Mr. Wells.
Myr. Ellicott, who in spite of nine years as Latin Master here
has retained his youthful appearance with only a sprinkling of

grey hairs, now leaves us to continue regaling schoolboys in ,

New Zealand with the thrilling stories of Cazesar invading

Britain and Gaul in classical style, and cooling down their

feverish excitement with Latin grammar between the chapters.
We also expect to hear of him organising and leading a dance
band at his new school.

Mr. Wells who has served as School Chaplain for the past

eight years is also expecting to leave us at the end of the year. |

His sincerity and unselfish devotion to duty, his ever-ready
co-operation to make the holidays of boys of all ages much
brighter by organising picnics and treks, will long be
remembered. ' ‘

Both Mr. Ellicott and Mr. Wells have served the School
faithfully, loyally and effectively and we are grateful for their
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