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W EDITORIAL.

. The Editorial of 1938 was printed in peace time. Yet
ssuch a peace as was hoped from the Munich Pact was short
llived because its foundations were laid in opportunism and its flanks
lbuilt of faithless fabric. Reality razed the structure and so we are
at War. Yet at this safe distance from the scene of activities the
whole thing seems unreal. The fact is that we are too remote to
ffeel the shock as yet. If War has been declared it cannot truly
lbe said to have been waged—except at sea. Hence our difficulty
in reacting to the new conditions.

Still less can we draw comfort from the sweet certainty that
we, not they, will emerge victorious. The world is an economic
entity interrelated to a social cosmology that is so finely poised on
worrelative considerations, that no one portion can function fully
without aid from all the others, and no part can be damaged with-
out hurt to the whole. The logical deduction is that there can be
mo escape. Merely because we cannot visualise scenes of war we
rnust not rush into the belief of a protective dispensation bestowed
on us by an anthropomorphic deity called “Moral Right.” We
must take up a more positive attitude. Hence it behoves us to stiffen
tthe sinews, summon up the blood, and, trusting in the rightness
of our cause, to join the crusade with our whole strength.

The engulfing flood will try our strength but there are beacons
=and rocks to which we can turn and cling. And when the waters
mbate the landmarks will become even clearer. Hence our work
will go on and our building stand the firmer for the trial that it has
siurely to face—and which it fears not.




SCHOOL NOTES.

The 1939 term began on a very sad note. A f
previously His Excellency, Lord Brabourne, had passed
the Province was mourning the sudden loss of her tal
beloved Governor. In common with the rest of the Prc
of the Empire, we mourn his passing and extend to '
Brabourne and her children our deepest sympathy.

Long before the 1939 term had come to an end t
was once again at war with Germany; “ The times :
joint ”, and it is impossible to foretell the future. In th
days we extend our greetings to all Paulites past and pre
ing that, as in the past, so now, they will play their pa:
in the defence of the Empire but of all that we regarc
in our civilization.

Here too we would like to extend our deepest sy

Mr. and Mrs. R. H. G. Johnston whose little son, B .

suddenly taken from them on July the 4th.

Among a large number of distinguished visitors tl
have specially welcomed His Excellency Sir John Wor
the Chief Minister, The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hac
Woodhead presided at Speech Day on October the 23rc
Sir John’s last official public appearance in Darjeeling
his last in the Province. We were proud to have him w
end of his long and distinguished career and we w
express to him our gratitude for the keen interest he k
us and for his many kindnesses, as well as to extend tc
Lady Woodhead our best wishes for their future.

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Haq visited " th
October the 18th and made a thorough inspection of
and of the classes. He was greatly impressed by all
and expressed a very real and genuine interest in th
in its welfare.

On October the 1oth: John Sargent Esq., the Educ
missioner to the Government of India, visited the sc
Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, and made a thc
tion of the buildings.

In October we were also paid a very welc
Mr. Hubert Graham, 1.C.S., Secretary to the Educ

ment, Government of Bengal.
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Mr. R. B. Lagden, the Chairman of the Indian Tea Association,
and President of the Bengal Cricket and Hockey Associations, paid a
visit to the School just as the Cambridge Examinations were begin-

‘ning. He was most interested in the school and in the work it was

doing. We were delighted to hear subsequently that he has now
accepted an invitation to serve on the Governing Body. We trust

" he will make many more visits to the school.

Mr. A. Quintin Carr of the C. S. S. M. visited the tchool in
uly and stayed for nearly a fortnight. We are grateful to him for

" all that he did for us during that period.

|

For the whole of 1939 Mr. and Mrs. H. Clarke were on lcave
in England. The outbreak of war unavoidably delayed their return.

" We wish them, however, a safe voyage back to India and we shall

look forward to having them with us once again in the New Year.
As we go to press we learn that the boat on which Mr. and Mrs.
Clarke are travelling is in the Indian Ocean. Stop Press—They
have arrived.

During Mr. Clarke’s absence his teaching has been done by
Mr. T. D. Morgan who spent three months with us in 1937. W¢é
are grateful to him for the very real contribution he has made to
the School.

- We also have to welcome Mr. N. H. Press-Perry who came
to us at the beginning of term from The Chelmsford Training
College to take over the Second Form and some of thc Scierce
teaching in the Senior School.

This year we have had two School Stewards. Mr. J. S. Evans
succeeded Mr. Wilson and stayed with us until the outbreak of war
when he resumed his Commission as a Captain in the A. 1. R. O.
and left us for Meerut. He is now stationed at Dehra Dun. We
are grateful for all that he did for the better organisation of the
Steward’s Department and we wish him and his family every happi-
ness in their new life.

Mr. D. H. Powell succeeded Mr. Evans and we trust that he
will stay for a longer period than his predecessor. He has already
settled down to his new work and we extend a most cordial welcome
both to him and to his wife.

_Mr. G. A. L. Elloy was to have left us for Cambridge at the
beginning of September. The outbreak of war, however, has post-
poned his departure indefinitely.

Mr. Edgar Glancey had been appointed to do Mr. Elloy’s
teaching until the end of the year. As it was impossible for Mr
Elloy:to leave fOI.' the period of one month we had the unusuai
experience of having two Masters to do one job.
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Mr. and Mrs. Coombes left us at the end of the year after
having served the school faithfully for ten years. During that time
they have made a large contribution to St. Paul’s in a variety of
ways. We shall miss them both, and we shall miss Derek and
Geoffrey, but we wish them every happiness in their new work,

Mr. H. E. Warrington also left us at the end of the year after
five years in the Junior School. He has returned to England. We
wish him, too, every happiness and success in his future life.

Another familiar figure which will be missing from St. Paul’s
for 1940 will be that of the Accountant, Mr. D. K. Mitra. He
leaves at the end of the year because he has found the climate of
Darjeeling too severe for himself and his family. He will be suec-
ceeded by Mr. S. K. Ghosh to whom we extend a very warm
welcome.

It was with the deepest regret that we learnt of the death of
Mrs. Elizabeth Denley on October the 25th. For 17 years she had
been a Matron at St. Paul’s and up to her last breath the school
still appeared to the dominating interest in her life. We are grate-
ful for all that she has done for us and we extend to her daughter
our deepest sympathy in her bereavement.

At the beginning of term we welcomed Sergeant W. Farquhar
of the 1st Bn. Cameronians as Instructor to the Corps. He stayed
with us until the outbreak of war. We now learn that he has gone
with his Company to the Andaman Islands. We are grateful to
him for all that he did for the Corps whilst he was here and parti-
cularly for the splendid manner in which he handled the very
critical situation which occurred at Jalapahar when the shelter at
the Shooting Range collapsed.

At the time of going to press we hear very good reports of the
progress of John Turner. There is every reason to hope that he
will be perfectly fit in the not far distant future.

Mr. N. P. Ellicott was operated on in June for stone in the
kidney and we congratulate him on the splendid recovery he has
made.

Mrs. Collett who broke her arm on the day of the Fete is now
mending rapidly and will be perfectly fit for the new term.

This year St. Paul's has had three School Captains,
Gupta A. K.; Afridi M. A.; and Bhattacharjee R. We thank each
one of them for the contribution he has made to the life of
St. Paul’s.

Gupta is now at Queens’ College, Cambridge, and has com-
pletely settled down.

The 1938 Cambridge Examination results were again very
good. We congratulate all the successful candidates.
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We congratulate B. C. Levett-Yeats on winning a prize offered
by Col. Owen Berkeley Hill for the best essay written by a boy
under 15 years of age on “ The Future Of The Anglo-Indian
Community ”.

We offer our sincerest gratitude to an anonymous friend of the
school who has presented us with the English Essay Prize, named
after a former Rector of the school, R. Carter Esq.

On account of the increased numbers in the Junior School it
became necessary to form a third House at the beginning of the
year. This was named after Lord Cable, an illustrious Old Boy,
and benefactor of the School. There are now three Houses in the
Junior School, Westcott, Anderson and Cable.

We congratulate the Staff A. D. C. on their production of
“YES and NO,” which was performed at the Gymkhana Club
Theatre in May. More than Rs. 600/- was raised for the Pavilion
Fund.

The School A. D. C. is also to be warmly congratulated on
its performances of Shakespeare’s “ TWELFTH NIGHT ”. The
standard of the acting was excellent.

We should like to thank Miss Magry too and congratulate the
boys of the Junior School for the exquisite “ Nativity Play » which
was staged on the last Saturday of term.

Havelock House are also to be congratulated on the Concert
which was arranged in July as a farewell to their House Captain,

Gupta.

This year we have welcomed the appearance of the new School
Register giving us all the necessary details both of Staff and boys.

On June the 24th new colours were presented to the Scout
Troop, “Carmichael’s Own,” by L. G. Pinnell, Esq., C.L.E., the
Provincial Commissioner. The ceremony was performed in the
Big Hall and was most impressive.

A Sale of Work and Fete was held on October the 4th to raise
funds for new dhobi quarters. The proceeds were over Rs. 700/-.

New stoves were installed in the school kitchen at the beginning
of the year and have greatly improved the cooking.

The Annual Gymnastic Display was held on July the 1st at the
Gymkhana Club Rink and was again a great success.

On July the 7th the St. Paul’s School Boxing and Gymnasti
Club was formed for boys who have been awar%led theizrr‘rl)oxin;
and gymnastic colours. The blazer is white, like the cricket
blazer, but with lavender edging. Boxing and Gymnastic Colours
were awarded on that day to R. Bhattacherjee, W. A. Lindsay-
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Smith, J. Turner, B. Narayan, A. K. Gupta, A. J. Chaytor,
R. Austin and L. D. Jordan.

We congratulate the following on their Cricket Colours:

Jefford, B. W.
Turner, J. A.
Beckdahl, S. T.
Bhattacherjee, R.

We congratulate the following on their Football Colours:

Narayan, B.
Lindsay-Smith, W. A.
Jefford, B. W.
Nailer, E. M. P.

We congratulate the following on their Athletic Colours:

Jefford, B. W.
Beckdahl, S. T.

We welcomed two new fixtures this year, a cricket match
against Victoria and a football match against the St. Andrews
Homes, Kalimpong. In the former we were beaten after a most
exciting game, whilst in the latter we were successful after another
well contested game.

In many ways the outstanding athletic achievement of the year
was the performance of our “B” XI in fighting their way into the
final of the Herlihy Cup after the “ A side had been defeated in
the First Round. “B” were only defeated in the final by the odd
goal after extra time had been played. We are proud of them and
extend to them our warmest congratulations. ‘

The Mickey Mug Competition was as keenly anticipated and
as keenly fought out as in previous years. We congratulate
R. Bhattacherjee and the Ramsgate Ramblers on their success.

At the end of term a football match was played between India
and Burma. This was won by the former by 3 goals to nil.

The Boxing and Physical Training were again of a very high
standard according to the testimony of the experts who so kindly
judged our competitions. We congratulate Havelock House on
winning both the Inter-House Boxing and the Inter-House P. T.

Our Athletics were again of a high standard, although we were
unable to run in the District Sports on account of the fact that
there were no other entrants. We were, however, awarded the
Dewer Challenge Shield and we congratulate Lindsay-Smith, the
Athletic Captain, on the excellent work of his team. We also con-
gratulate Lindsay-Smith on his second success in the Marathon.
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At a meeting of the Governing Body held on October the 20th
it was unanimously decided, that in view of the bad fecling
engendered in the district by the competition for various local
trophies, after the conclusion of the present season, the St. Paul’s
School teams shall take no further part in competitions for local
trophies, and that only friendly gamcs, as distinct from those forming
part of those competitions, shall be played on the school ground.
We hope to continue to play all our local friends and rivals in
friendly games; we hope too, to include in our programmes new
fixtures especially with schools a little further afield.

The Old Paulite Association has grown considerably during
the past year and we welcome the formation of the Old Paulite
Club in Calcutta. Notes on the O. P. A. are to be found within.

This winter the Rector was to have gone to Australia at the
invitation of the Rev. W. Lansdell Clarke who brought over the
Australian School boys to India last Christmas, in order to raise
funds for the school. Like many other things, however, the
Rector’s proposed visit has had to be postponed indefinitely on
account of the war.

Practically the last School Activity was the opening of the
Tennis Courts on the 16th of November, by Lt.-Col. R. S. S.
Treanor. The courts were the gifts of parents who replied in a
most gratifying manner to appeals for Tennis Court funds. The
courts were laid down under the supervision and direction of
Mr. J. A. Woodgate and Mr. A. D. Henson. The School cannot
but record its gratitude to parents and all so closely concerned in
the creation of two such splendid courts.

SPEECH DAY.

Your ExceELLENCY, My Lorp, LADIEs AND GENTLEMEN,

I am deeply sensible of the honour His Excellency is conferring
upon us by coming here and presiding at our Speech Day this
afternoon. To have him in our midst once again is not only a great
honour, it is also a very real pleasure; for we welcome him not

only as Governor of our Province, but also as a very old and valued
friend of the School. i i

Sir John is no stranger to St. Paul’s or to the other schools of
Bengal. For many years he has been closely acquainted with our
aims and aspirations, and with our problems; his interest remains as
profound as ever. We are grateful for the interest he takes and
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for the encouragement he gives. And to-day we are especially
grateful for his kindness in climbing our hill to preside over our
annual Speech Day and Prize Distribution. My only regret is that
Lady Woodhead is not here with him.

And it goes without saying that we are delighted to have the
Metropolitan with us at yet another Speech Day. No one is more
welcome here. My birthday Book tells me that to-day is his birth-
day. We are therefore particularly happy to have him with us. It
is very obvious that mere years alone do not constitute age. The
Bishop remains as young as ever, both in mind and body. Nor
could he have a more suitable place in which to spend his 76th
birthday: in the School for which he has done so much, where he is
loved and respected, and among people roughly of his own age and
outlook!

To all parents and friends of the School, too, I again extend
a very warm welcome. Any school is largely dependent for its suc-
cess on the help and co-operation of the parents of its pupils. For
that reason we at St. Paul’s like to have our parents with us on
sccasions like this.

Yet another year—our g4th— is drawing to its close. It has
been an eventful one in our history; it has been a fateful one in the
history of mankind. It is of the fortunes and happenings of this
year that I now wish to give you a brief account.

This year I cannot tell you of any striking increase in our
numbers, since the School was already full a year ago. Neverthe-
less we have managed to cram in a few extra boys. Throughout the
year our numbers have stood consistently at 225. All of these have
been boarders. The Junior School is particularly full. So many
boys have we had there that it became necessary to create another
house. This we have named after an illustrious Old Boy and
benefactor, Lord Cable. I welcomed the opportunity of perpet’
uating still further the name and memory, as well as the generosity;
of Lord Cable. We now have three houses in the Junior School;
Westcott, Anderson and Cable.

One of the dormitories in the Junior School has been so full
this year that a friend suggested that it be called the “Sardine Tin’.
Yet for that same dormitory this term I could have accepted many
more boys, had there been room. Next year it is more than likely.
that we shall have to modify some of our ideas as to how many
cubic feet of space is required [or every boy!

Despite the large numbers a considerable debt on the buildings
still remains. This is being steadily reduced, but if the School is
to remain efficient that can only be a very gradual process. Part |
of 2 Government Building Grant was received earlier in the year;
for this we were most grateful. I had hoped to go to Australia

- itoh e ) e W NS S|
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this cold weather to raise further funds, but I am afraid the war
has made my visit impossible. To comfort myself I like
to recall the words of a great Indian educationist when he said,
“ No efficient school in India can ever hope to be completely out
of debt”. But I am not sure whether that is the official view of
the Governing Body!

In appearance the School has changed but little. Some of
you may have noticed a new clock in the Quadrangle, the gift
of the Governors. In a school where our lives are regulated by
bells, a good clock is of the utmost consequence. Time is relent-
less, and it is necessary for every one of us to watch its movements.
No longer have we any excuse for being unpunctual.

The Dining Hall and Kitchen have been completely renovated.
More pictures have been put into the former and have added con-
siderably to its appearence; new stoves have been installed in the
latter. I hope some of you will have time to look at both today
before you leave. New benches and stool have improved the
appearance and increased the efficincy of the Physics’ Laboratory,
whilst the Barber’s Shop would not be out of place on Chowringhee.
The Napi must feel almost Japanese! I am now in the happy
position when I am not afraid to take a parent or visitor to any
part of the School buildings.

This year, too, thanks to the generosity of parents we have
put down two hard tennis courts. I say ‘put down’. Actually
they have been ‘ put up’! For they are a good deal higher than
any of our School buildings. A boy hitting (or mishitting!) a ball
in the right direction and at the wrong angle may well send it 3,000
or 4,000 feet into the valley below. He will certainly get all the
exercise he needs that day by retrieving it! Owur courts will be
two of the highest and, I hope, two of the best in the world. They
will certainly be of great value to the School, both in giving boys
exercise, and in giving them the opportunity while young of learning
a game which will stand them in good stead later on in life. I
am most grateful to all those parents who by their generosity have
made the building of these courts possible. I am grateful too to
Mr. Woodgate and to Mr. Henson for all they have done in
supervising the work.

I am sorry to say we were not able to live up to the standard
we set for ourselves in 1937 where examinations are concerned.
Nevertheless the results of last December’s examinations were very
good. They were considerably better than we expected, and much
better than the average for the whole of India. Sixteen candidates
were entered for the School Certificate examination; thirteen passed.
Among the three failures was the top boy of the form; this was
entirely due to a weakness in languages.
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Thirty-three boys were entered for the Junior Cambridge;
twenty-seven passed. This is the first time during the last five years
that any boys from this School have failed in this examination,
Last year, however, half the boys taking this examination took it a
year earlier and from a lower form than that from which it had
always been taken before. For this reason the results were not only
satisfactory but most encouraging. Again, one or two of the better
boys failed; though by the better boys I do not necessarily mean
those one or two who think they were! '

Never before from this School have we entered so many boys
for these examinations; nor have wc ever had such a large number
of passes.

The results of the Calcutta I.Sc. examination came through in
May. Of four boys entered, three passed; two in the 1st Division,
and one in the 2nd. In this examination our results too have
improved.

Two more special School Prizes have been added this year to
‘hose already in existence. The first is the “ Rudra Hindi Prize ”,
resented by some friends of Mr. Rudra our Hindi Master in re-
>gnition of his amazingly consistent examination results during
aese last five years. In years gone by a boy had to pass in a
aanguage to pass the School Certificate at all. The fact therefore
that very few boys ever failed in Hindi contributed in no small
measure to the general success which has attended our public
examinations. Mr. Rudra has always put a great deal of work into
his teaching; by devious means he has also extracted a great deal
from his not-altogether-willing pupils!

The other new Prize is the “ Carter English Essay Prize ”, pre-
sented by a grateful Old Boy, in memory of Richard Carter, the
Rector of his day. We are most grateful for both of these prizes
and for the added incentive they will give to scholarship in the
School.

There are times, I imagine, when most schoolmasters feel that
their schools, their houses or their forms are going to wrack and
ruin! At other times they feel that things could scarcely be better.
Somewhere between the the two lies the truth. Here at St. Paul’s
I believe we are steadily becoming more efficient, now that we have
stopped growing. And I believe the tone of the School remains
good. And it is the spirit and tone of a school which is of supreme
mmportance. Two incidents which took place recently will, I think,
bear this out.

A few weeks ago a party of School cadets were on the Military
Range at Jalapahar when, without warning, a shelter weighing over
two tons suddenly collapsed and fell on them. Most of the boys
jumped clear, but several of them were unable to get away and




were pinned to the ground by the fallen structure. Of these, three
were badly hurt, one of them seriously. Two of them are perfectly
fit again, and I have every reason to believe that the other soon will
be. He has taken his misfortunc magnificently.

But the accident might have been much more serious in its
consequences. That it was not so was largely duc to the wonderful
behaviour and presence of mind of the Instructor to the School,
Sgt. Farquhar of the Cameronians, who at once took complete
charge of a very nasty situation; and to the splendid conduct of the
cadets themselves. There was no semblance of a panic, orders
were promptly given and as promptly executed, whilst the discipline
throughout was exemplary. - A situation such as that reveals better
than most things the tone of a school. We are proud of the be-
haviour of our Cadets, though I trust we shall not be called upon
to submit to many similar tests in the future. There is little wrong
with our Cadet Corps.

The second indication as to the tone of the School has to do
with football. In the first round of the Herlihy Cup our 1st XI
was soundly beaten in a terriffic storm by a military side from Jala-
pahar. Nothing daunted, the * B XI, a few days later, proceeded
to beat the conquerors of the senior XI. And by sheer determina-
tion they went on to reach the final where they were defeated, but.
only by the odd goal, and then not before they themselves had
scored the first goal, and had compelled a much more skilful side
to play extra time. The spirit and determination displayed by that
XTI was excellent.

Had the “B?” XI played St. Joseph’s they are convinced we
would have won the Rector’s Cup. I am not prepared to contradict
them! As it was we had some very interesting and even games
which we thoroughly enjoyed.

But athletically this has not been one of our best years. This
is primarily due to the fact that we have fewer natural athletes at
the top of the School than we have had in recent years. Moreover
our senior boys still tend to leave as soon as they have passed their
School Certificates. A cricketing friend of mine told me earlier in
the year that if St. Paul’s really wanted to win these local shields
and cups they had got to cut out this nonsense of passing examina-
tions at ridiculously early ages. Cricket and examinations, he said,
cannot go together. And he ought to know!

But our cricket was not as bad as all that! We certainly had
the worst of a drawn match with the Planters, but despite the
examination handicap we came nearer to winning the Edinburgh
Shield than either of the non-School-Certificate-taking-sides! Our
final match with St. Joseph’s, on which the destination of the Shield
depended, provided one of the most thrilling encounters Darjeeling
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has witnessed in recent years. After a poor beginning we made a
splendid recovery, and when stumps were drawn on account of bad
light, we were within an ace of what would have been a most
spectacular victory. But it was not to be. We got a great deal of
fun and excitement out of the match; St. Joseph’s got the Shield.

If therefore our games have not been marked by success in the
form of actual trophies won, they have been marked by the deter-
mined manner in which they have been played. Winning or losing,
we have enjoyed them, and they have been played in the best of
spirits.

At the Military Boxing Tournament held at Lebong in July
our boys won seven of the weights which were open to them. This
is the only opportunity they have had this year of fighting outside
the School. The Gymnastic team gave another very enjoyable dis-
play at the Gymkhana Club earlier in the year.

The various clubs and societies in the School continue to
lourish. This is especially true of our theatricals. At the end of
viay the Staff produced “Yes and No”, a most amusing comedy
which was thoroughly appreciated by all who saw it. On Friday
and Saturday next the A. D. C. will be staging ““ T'welfth Night”
at the:'Gymkhana Club Theatre. Those of you who saw “ A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream » last October will, I am sure, make a point
of seeing ‘“ Twelfth Night” this year. I assure you, you will not
be disappointed.

We often say that the health of boys in Darjeeling varies in
inverse ratio to the severity of the monsoon. If that is a rule, this
year has been the exception that proves it. We have had a good
monsoon, but the health of the boys has been excellent. Apart
from one very mild epidemic and the usual accidents, the health
of the boys could scarcely have been better. This, I believe, has
been due to regular routine, regular exercise, plenty of good food,
and to the care and attention of the Stewards and Matrons. To
them all, in their several capacities, we owe our grateful thanks.
I also wish to thank Major Fitch, the Civil Surgeon, for his skill
and patience and for the willing way in which he has always put
himself and his time at our disposal.

For the Teaching Staff this has not been the easiest of years.
Our health has not been so consistently good as that of the boys.
Teaching the young tends to upset one’s health from time to
time, more especially in the monsoon. Nature has her own ways of
giving the schoolmaster the rest he needs from his pupils! More-
over, Mr. Clarke’s absence on leave has necessitated a number of
changes in the Time Table which have made big demands on other
members of the Staff. But once again Staff have given unstintingly
of their time and energy. Particularly I want to thank Mr. Henson
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for all that he has done this year. My own enforced absence on a
number of occasions has thrown a very big burden on him, a
burden which has been willingly accepted and faithfully borne. It
is considered a formality on an occasion like this to express one’s
gratitude to one’s Staff. I assure you that what I have said is no
mere idle formality.

Nor is the help I have received from my Governing body a
matter for platitudes. It is not every Headmaster who looks for-
ward to visits from his Governors. Yet that is the happy state we
are in here at St. Paul’s. No one is more welcome here than the
Bishop and the other members of the Governing Body. Their
interest in the School and its doings remains as keen as ever; their
advice and encouragement have been invaluable; their patience is
inexhaustible. '

At a time like this, one is apt to forget that the bulk of the
people in a school are boys. It is easy to record the doings
of the school without mentioning them. And there are times, you
will realise, when one would like to forget their existence! I under-
stand parents get like that towards the end of February! But boys
always have their different ways of reminding us that they are still
with us! If they do nothing else they at least prevent life from
becoming monotonous and humdrum. There is always something
going on! As in all schools, some here have worked harder than
others; some have got into more trouble than others; some have
studiously and carefully avoided both!

This year I have had two School Captains, both Indians. The
first, Arun Gupta, left us at the end of July to go to Cambridge.
Whether he has got there or not no one has heard. But Gupta was
an excellent School Captain. He set the rest of us an example of

_loyal and devoted service which we shall not readily forget. To
him and his successor, Afridi, I want to express my thanks. I
like to think that Gupta was the first Indian School Captain St.
- Paul’s ever had. I do not remember a better. And I want to say
a word of gratitude to the rest of the prefects and boys, big and
small, for the part they have played in taking St. Paul’s one stage
further on its journey.

Thanks to the kindness and interest of some good friends in
Calcutta and elsewhere and also, I believe to the type of boy we
are turning out, the task of finding boys employment when they
leave school is less difficult than it was. You will, T know, be
pleased to hear that not one boy who has left this School during
the last five years has failed to find a suitable post, or one which
did not offer good prospects. One or two firms, moreover, have
been so satisfied with the boys they have taken on that they have
s written to enquire whether we had any more of the same type.

That has made my task a good deal easier. It has also been very
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gratifying, for the crucial test of any school is what 1ts boys do
and what they become when they leave its walls.

You will forgive me if I close on a serious note. We are living
in critical times. We are somectimes tempted to spend much of
our time trying to see into the future. And maybe it is as well that
we cannot see very far ahead. I sometimes try to visualise what
the future holds for this place. That too is far from clear. 1939
obviously marks a turning point in the history of mankind; I shall
be surprised if it does not mark one in the history of this School.

We are already practically full for 1940; yet further applica-
tions are still coming in. And I am recewmg a number from
parents whose sons are at present in schools in England, or were
on the point of going there when war broke out. During the last
War our numbers went up to 30o. Where they managed to put
hem all I cannot think! We may be called upon to take the same

'mber again. If it is necessary we shall do so. It is the least
can do to further the cause for which we are fighting.

Yet I believe there is a bigger contribution for us to make. In

2se days we are apt to think too much in terms of numbers and

aantities of examinations passed and trophies won. But these

things in themselves can never constitute success. They may even

be veils cloaking a deeper failure. It is good to have one’s School

full; but that in itself is no cause for satisfaction. Something more
is required.

If the world is ever going to get back to sanity; if our civilisa-
tion 1s to be saved, our schools have to turn out men of a very
particular type, and turn them out quickly. Men have put the
world into its present condition; nothing but men can get it out.
And there is an urgency about things to-day which we have never
known before. No time can be lost. The world requires men of
integrity, men whose word is their bond, men who are transparently
honest and can bz trusted in any set of circumstances, men who
in these rapidly changing times will be equipped and ready to deal
with the unexpected and the unknown, men who at school will have
learnt that the joy and reward of life are to be found, not in material
wealth and possessions, but in fearless and courageous living. To
produce men of this type is our central aim.

This is no easy task. Nothing worth while is easy. It requires
consecration and devotion of the highest order. But it can be done.
We at St. Paul’s are a Christian School; one of the fundamentals
of our faith is that with God nothing is impossible. Our aim is
high; but it cannot be too high either for our faith or for the needs
of the world. We have here too a long tradition of loyalty and
service both to India and to the Empire—a tradition of which we
are immensely proud. At a time like this, this remains a great
inspiration,
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What awaits this generation of boys in this or any other
country nobody knows. All that we can be certain of is that things
are not going to be easy for them. But our boys will have learnt at
School the Christian truths and the moral values on which, and on
which alone, the world will run; they will have learnt to understand
and value the ideals of truth, justice, righteousness and freedom, for
which our people are fighting, and without which no abiding peace
or happiness in this world is possible. It is our hope and prayer
that cach one of them will go out from these walls strong in the
faith he professes, and with an unshakeable determination, wherever
his lot is cast, to right the wrong and to do his part, however small,
to restore the world to health and wholeness.

SpeecH oF H. E. Sir Joun WoobpuEAD, GOVERNOR OF BENGAL.

My Lorp Bismor, LapiEs AND GENTLEMEN—AMONG wHOM I,
OF .COURSE, INCLUDE THE BOYS OF THE SCHOOL—

I am delighted to have this opportunity of meeting you all
here to-day and may I say at once how very much I appreciate the
warmth of your welcome. As you know, I am no stranger to this
part of Bengal or to St. Pauls, and it is a very great pleasure to
me to feel that one of my last official acts in India is associated with
a school, the fortunes of which I have always watched with great
interest. In saying this, I would like to join with you, Mr. Rector,
and, I am sure, with everybody else present, in congratulating one
of your greatest friends and well-wishers, the Chairman of the
Governing Body, on the attainment of his 76th birthday. I am
not alone, I know, in realising what St. Paul’s in particular and
education in general in India owes to the Metropolitan, and to see
him here to-day as vigorous as ever is a pleasure that I shall not
readily forget.

A speech day, I suppose, is the one occasion when the speaker
can get up before his audience and inflict on them what he has
got to say with a perfectly clear conscience. He might even add
“you have been warned,” for nothing could be more direct than
the unspoken threat which, I think I am correct in saying, appears
on every Invitation Card. However, even though we do call it a
speech day, even though we do warn you beforchand of the fate in
store for you, I think the most hardened speakers amongst us must
have recollections of our own school days, of the sigh of relief which
we gave, audibly or inaudibly, according to the distance we were
sitting from our Headmaster, when the last speech of the day was
ended and we were able to make a determined bid for the really
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enjoyable part of the proceedings. Well, to cut a long story short,
I intend to be as brief as possible in what I have to say.

It is usual on speech days to comment on examination results.
I think, Mr. Rector, I detected a slight note of regret in your voice
when you were not able on this occasion to report a repetition of
the astounding success you achieved the year before in the School
Certificate. But I am not an experienced educationist and so I
must tread warily when I come to a subject such as the value of
examination results. Still I have always had, at the back of my
mind, the feeling, which I know others must have also, that no
school has a right to score 100 per cent. successes, year after year, in
standard examinations. Not that I would agree for a moment with
the down-right gentleman who assured you that success in examin-
ations was incompatible with success in cricket or football—I always
felt that mastering a quadratic equation was rather like dealing
satisfactorily with a googly bowler. I feel, however, that examina-
tions are meant to be difficult, meant on occasions to defeat our
Yest endeavours. If we find one year that there has been a slight
ling off in the standards of the year before, then we have an
stacle to surmount, a difficulty to overcome, and it is these
sstacles and difficulties which bring out the best that is in us. I
4y this not because I think that your examination results were in
any way bad; they were in fact extremely ‘good, but because I
believe it is an excellent thing for us all to realise that we cannot
always get the results we would like. It does us all good to be
brought down to earth occasionally. I would like to apply what I
have said as regards examinations with even greater force to games.
Games are competitive; if they were not, we should probably not
enjoy them as much; but unless the competitive spirit is tempered,
and well tempered, with a love of sport for its own sake, much of
its value is lost. That is why I was so glad to hear your Rector
say that you enjoyed your games—win or lose. This may sound a
little trite, but trite sayings have a habit of getting very close to
the truth on occasions. If you can remember that results, though
important, are not everything that matters; that the methods you
adopt to achieve those results and the spirit in which you approach
the task you have set yourselves to do, are also important, you will
have gone far to attain that tone and esprit de corps which it is the
object of every good school to inculcate into its pupils.

I say this because to-day the world is facing one of the most
terrible ordeals that history has known—an ordeal brought on by
the selfish egoism of a small group of men who have consistently
thought only of results and who have ignored the moral implica-
tions of the methods which they have seen fit to use. They are,
in short, men who are determined to get what they want regard-
less of the feelings and sufferings of others. It may seem a far
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