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REVISED SCALE OF FEES

From March, 1932, the scale of fees will be as
follows : — '

Ordinary Boarders under 8, Rs. 45 p. m. (reduced by
Rs. 20.)

Ordinary Boarders under 12, Rs. 55 p. m. (reduced
by Rs. 10.)

Ordinary Boarders over 12 Rs. 65 p. m. (reduced by
Rs. 10.)

Day boys Rs. j0 p. m. (increased by Rs. 10 for those
under 12.) :

Rectory Boarders 140 p. m. (unaltered.)

All fees are payable for 9 months only.
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W. J. Kypop, Esq., M.I.H. (London), St. Mark’s College,

Art Diplomas, South Kensington. Distinction in
Education Diploma.

Carrain A. HumpeHRrIES, 1st class Instructor P.T.
(Army), 1st Class Education Certificate. (Army).

H. Crarkgr, Esq., B.S¢. and Diploma in Education,
University of Leeds.

R. B. Dosnerty, Esq., B.A., Trinity College, Dublin.

H. E. Coomees, Esq., B.A., Calcutta.

B. Rubra, Esq., B.A., Calcutta.

K. M. Cuckow, Esq., M.A., Sidney Sussex College, Cam-
bridge.
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Teacher).

Miss N. HuwmpHRrIES, Senior Cambridge School Certifi-
cate, Dow Hill Training College, Kurseong.

Miss D. C. Beryan, Ist Class Certificate, Naini Tal
Training College.

J. CuapmaN, Esq., Royal Military School of Music,
Kneller Hall, England (Violin Teacher).

Matrons :—Mgrs. HumpHRIES and Mrs. Cox.

Hospital Matron :—Mgzs. Forses, Order of Merit, Red
Cross. Order of the Crown of Italy.

Medical Officer :—Major S. A. MCSWINEY, M.D.,

F.R.C.S.I., I.M.S.

PREFECTS
J. A. N. Carravu, Head of the School.
K. K. MAJUMDAR. . J. GREGORY. M. P. GASPER.
H. L. Kaastcir. N. B. TANDAN. E. C. H. RuiD.
I.. A. GEORGE. J. S. Grecory. J. C. LaLL.




RECTOR’'S REVIEW

We have had much to encourage us during 1932.
First came the news of seven passes in the School Certi-
ficate, a number never equalled and hardly even ap-
proached since 1915.

Then came the notable successes of the Majumdar
brothers. J. K. Majumdar passed into Sundhurst with
high honours, securing the top marks in three subjects
and being the only Bengali to get in.  His brother,

Karun, also passed into the Royal Flying Corps at

Cranwell, and in the same year secured the coveted
honour of a Cambridge Higher Certificate. @ He was the
only boy to pass from an Indian School and the only
overseas candidate to be successful in Geography and
Physics.

Other honours that have fallen to us during the
year have been won by Ajoy Kumar Ghose, B.Sc. Old
Paulite, who passed into the I.C.S. and by J. J. Gregory
who got four pictures accepted at the Simla Art Exhibi-
tion.

Yet another ground for satisfaction has been our
splendid health record. We have entirely escaped even
those troublesome infectious diseases to which youth is
so prone, and we have not had a single case that could
really be called an illness. Not a bad record that for
120 boys for nine months. Our warmest thanks and
congratulations go to Mrs. Forbes, our Hospital matron,
to whose vigilance much of the credit is due.

In games we have had to endure a long series of
defeats, but a word of excuse may be allowed. Our
numbers are very much smaller than those of our rivals.
St. Joseph’s have a roll-call more than twice as long as
ours, not to mention a group of senior boys taking
University courses. In addition, an unusually large
proportion of our boys leave us at the age of twelve or
thirteen to go to English Public Schools, before they are
big enough to help us in school matches or to swell our
numbers in the Cambridge examinations,

i
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What the school needs above all at the present time
is more boys, but in these days of financial depression
they are hard to come by. In order to meet the situa-
tion, the Governors have decided on the bold step of
reducing the fees. Details appear elsewhere. Parents
and friends of the school can help us much by encourag-
ing their acquaintances to send their boys to St. Paul’s.
They can do so with a good conscience. With all due
humility we believe that St. Paul’s has things to offer
that no other school in the province can show. If a
parent wanis the great traditions of the English Public
School system, together with a supremely healthy cli-
mate, European graduate staff, and careful religious
teaching on non-Roman lines, these things can be had to
an unique degree at St. Paul’s.

That ‘‘careful religious teaching’? is the foundation
of all our work. By the daily scripture lessons in the
class rooms and by the daily services in the Chapel an
“atmosphere’ is created by which every boy is, albeit
unconsciously, affected. Without this our work would
be a failure, for the man who does not in some sense

“know God,’” is but a rudderless ship among the storms
of life. '

e



STAFF NOTES

The year began with the Rev. G. Keable and Mrs.
Keable and Julian in occupation of the Rectory during
the Rector’s absence on leave. We are most grateful
to them for the enthusiasm with which they threw them-
selves into all the interests of the school. Mr. K. M.
Cuckow, M. A. and Miss D. Bryan also joined the stafl
at the beginning of the term.

Half term brought the return of the Rector and the
resignation of Mr. and Mrs. Edwards. He was a man
of many gifts; his very clever acting in our plays, and
his terrific bowling at Cricket will long be remembered.
IHe also deserves our congratulations for the brilliant
success of his pupil, K. K. Majumdar, in the Higher
Cambridge Certificate. To Mrs. Edwards we are grate-
ful for many things and especially for her most successful
work with the Wolf Cubs. In their place we welcome
Mr. A. D. Henson, M.Sc. and Mrs. Henson and their
baby son, Dick.

The end of the term brought a sad list of resigna-
tions, namely, Captain Humphries, Mr. Kydd, Mr.
Cuckow and Miss Humphries. The school simply will
not know itself without them. Captain Humphries has
for twelve years kept the school at the top of the tree in
its reputation for Cadet Corps, Gymnasium, and Boxing,
Desides acting as Steward and Caterer and helping in
innumerable other ways. Mrs. Humphries in addition
to her splendid service as Rectory Matron, has shouldered
a vast number of small jobs in the school. Mr. Kydd
too has not restricted himself to his Art work, but has
helped indefatigably with such things as Sports, Con-
certs, Chapel Building Fund, Old Boys, the Magazine,
Timetables, Exeats, Sikkim Cup marks, etc., ete. Miss
_ Humphries devotedly nourished our Kindergarten
department, and Mr. Cuckow has given us unstintingly
of his great gifts, notably in connection with the School
Concert and with this issue of the magazine.

T e
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Next term, Mr. Chapman will be Steward and
Caterer; Corporal Hall will take charge of the Gymna-
sium and Boxing, Mr. I. A. Buckle, B. A. (Oxon)
will teach English subjects. Mr. Buckle is also a keen
Scouter, having been chairman of the Oxford University
Scouting Club. Mr. K. G. Filkin will undertake the
Art work.

Just after the end of term, Mr. R. B. Doherty was
married to Miss Beaver. We wish them all possible
happiness.

PUBLIC EXAMINATION RESULTS

Senior Cambridge School Certificate. (IDecember
1930).

H. L. Khastgir Honours
P. W. Brindley J. K. Majumdar
H. Booth G. S. . Paxton

L. Elias J. A. Wise

Junior Cambridge School Certificate. (December
1930).

J. A. N. Carrau

Trinity College of Music Examinations.

Piano, 1st Steps. Smith.
Preparatory Cox, H. O,
Hammond.
Vandyke.
Cooper, E. J.
Junior Boldly mi.
Kellett.
Violin Preparatory Beard mi.
Junior ~Tin

Intermediate Gregory ma,



PRIZE LIST

FORM PRIZES

FORM VI.

Ist prize

Industry and Application
FORM V.

1st prize

Industry and Application
FORM 1V.

1st prize

Industry and Application
FORM III.

1st prize

Industry and Application
FORM II.

1st prize

Industry and Application
FORM JUNIOR IV.

1st prize

2nd . .,

Industry and Application
FORM JUNIOR III.

1st. prize

2nd ,,

Industry and Application
FORM JUNIOR II.

1st prize

Industry and Application
FORM JUNIOR I (A).

1st prize

Industry and Application
FORM JUNIOR I (B).

1st prize

Industry and Application

: The rest of the class received consolation prizes,
kindly given by Miss N. Humphries.

Lall ma.
Gregory ma.

Tin.
Thomson.

Sawhney ma.
Brindley mi.
Beard ma.

Sawhney mi.

Boldy mi.
Dufty.

Banerji mi.
Robinson ma.
IHHobson.

Cox mi.
Lingwood.
Cooper min.

Smith.
Turner mi.

Armour mi.
Panni mi.

Berrie mi.
Sherman.



Moore Prizes for Latin and Divinity

OPIEN.

1st
2nd

UNDER 14.

1st
2nd

G

SPECIAL PRIZES

Barker.
Lall & Tin.

Boldy mi.
Sawhney ma.

Mrs. Pelly’s Art Prizes

OPEN.

1st
2nd

Gregory mi.
Fox.

Honourably Mentioned Hart ma.

UNDER 14.

1st
2nd

Hart mi.
Robinson ma.

Honourably Mentioned Turner ma.

UNDER 11.

1st
2nd

Cooper min.
Gregory min.

Honourably Mentioned Runnalls.

_Choir Prize

1st
2nd
3rd

1st
2nd -

3rd

1st
2nd

Turner ma.

HOBBIES PRIZES
Carpentry

Scott.
Grant.
Cooper ma.

Collections.

Gwyther ma.
Stoutt mi.

and Turner mi.
Beard mi.

Stamps.

Stephen.
Runnalls.
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HOBBIES PRIZES

Nature Study.

1st Boldy mi.
2nd Ovenstone.

Handwork (Form dJunior IL)
(Kindly presented by an Old Paulite) Stoutt mi. and
his Group.
Johnson Hall Dormitory Prizes.
(Kindly presented by Mrs. Cox) Mackertich mi,
Boys, Ingleton.

REPORT ON SCRIPTURE TEACHING

Miss Stern inspected the scripture teaching of the
school at the request of the Bishop and the Diocesan
Board of Education and reported as follows :

“This school seems to have its Scripture taught in
an alive and interesting way ; not only was intellectual
knowledge aimed at, but the underlying spiritual ex-
periences in the Bible narrative were indicated. A
much higher standard of efficiency on the part of the
teachers then I have found elsewhere in Boys’ schools so
far in India, seemed attained. The boys seemed to be
learning their scripture with pleasurable associations.’’




SCHOOL NOTES.

We congratulate : —

K. K. Majumdar on passing the Cambridge Higher
School Certificate Examination. He is the first Paulite
to gain this distinction.

H. L. Khastgir, P. W. Brindley, H. Booth, L. Elias,
J. K. Majumdar, G. S. H. Paxton, J. A. Wise on gaining
the Cambridge Senior School Certificate, and J. A. N.
Carrau on gaining the Junior Certificate, as a result of
the Examinations held in December 1930.

J. J. Gregory on having four of his pictures accepted
at the Simla Art Exhibition.

J. A. N. Carrau on winning the Half Mile in the
Darjeeling District Sports, and on gaining second place
in the Mile Race for Visitors at the Police Sports held at
Jalapahar.

On Good I'riday (April 3rd) Darjeeling experienced
a terrific hail-storm which lasted for several hours-the
worst (so we are told) for many years. The whole dis-
trict was covered several inches deep. We publish a
photograph taken at the time from the Senior Dorm.
Balcony.

During the Whitsun holidays, which lasted a week,
two expeditions were made by the Seniors. One party
under the supervision of Messrs. Cuckow and Doherty
went to Sidrapong, where ample accommodation was
found in the dak bungalow. Bathing, basking, and
botany were the chief pastimes, though we must admit
that due observance was paid to the sacred rite of re-
plenishing the inner man. It was insisted that one and
all should avoid the mosquito tank. It would be quite
enough, we felt, to drag one’s own body back to Jalapa-
har without having the added burden of a corpse or two.
We publish two photographs of aspirants to Leandrine
fame.
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Instructor Hall was in charge of the other party,
which made a circular trek via Badamtam and Peshoke.
We understand they spent the night at Badamtam in
somewhat lively circumstances, a feud having arisen over
the stripping of a tree of unripe bananas. The villagers,
incensed at this act of Vandalism—after all what is more
graceful than an immature banana?—threatened to ignite
the bungalow in which the party was staying. We are
glad that the Instructor was wise enough to compensate
the rustics to the extent of one rupee and thus avoid the
necessity of a School pilgrimage to the site of his charred
remains. DBetween Badamtam and Peshoke another dis-
aster occurred. The campaigners, if so we may call them,
were deserted by their coolies, who took advantage of a
short cut, and were left for a considerable period without
food and water. The story runs that one of the party,
emulating the example of Saul of old, in desperation ‘fell
back’ on his ‘Battle Axe,” the gift of his mother, but this,
as far as we know, has not been authenticated.

Several dusty tomes now reclining on the Library
shelves might well be discarded, but unfortunately there
are few new volumes forthcoming to take their place. We
should like to reiterate the suggestion made in last year’s
issue of the Chronicle that every boy leaving the School
should present a new book to the Libr ary. We also renew
the appeal to the Old Boys to help us to make the Library
really worthy of the School. To Mrs. Humphries we
tender our thanks for the numerous hooks of fiction that
she has given from her own shelves. They are a most
welcome addition to the Library. The room itself has
now been partitioned to prevent the large number of
Ping-Tong enthusiasts from disturbing the somewhat less
numerous bl bliophiles.



IN MEMORIAM

With very great sorrow. we have to report the death
of two Old Paulites whose memory is still very fresh in
the school.

Horace Cooksey only left us in 1929. He ran

: magnificently in the sports of that year and carried off

the Senior Challenge Cup. But the strain seems to
have found some hidden weakness. He left us in
apparently good healfh, but soon after getting home he
developed an affection of the lungs. All through the
long illness that followed, he never forgot his old school
but was always enquiring after us. He kept up his
spirits bravely and often seemed to be making good
progress, but he finally succumbed after mnearly two
years of struggle at Almora.

Anil Chowdhury only left a year ago. He belonged
to the same family as the Majumdar brothers, and
shared to the full the charm and grace of all his kin. A
sudden attack of typhoid fever carried him off. There
is double and treble sadness when the young and
vigorous are taken. We can only bow our heads before
the mystery of the Divine Will.



(Photo by L. A. George).

Bathing at Sidrapong. (Photo by L. A. George.)
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CHOIR NOTES.

This year has seen many changes in the personnel of
the Choir. Mur. Fisher, sole supporter last year of the
Altos (and often of the Trebles), has been greatly missed,
but the Tenors have been strengthened by the inclusion
of Mr. Cuckow. The office of Choirmaster vacated by M.
Fisher was very ably filled by Mrs. Keable during the
tirst three months of term. We are most grateful to her
for the interest and trouble she took in improving the
singing, and also for her work in transcribing -many
copies of new carols and hymns for use at Easter and
Ascensiontide. When Mrs. Keable left us, Mr., Clarke
took over the duties of Choirmaster.

Our carol service on the Water Tower ITill on As-
cension Day was very well attended and much appreciat-
ed. Many of the visitors were entertained to breakfast
in the Rectory afterwards. : .

In July, when Mr. Edwards left, Miss Robinson very
kindly consented to play for Morning Chapel. Our thanks
are due to Miss Shelverton for playing for our Sunday
Morning Services and Choir practices, and also 1o Mrs.
Cox and Miss Robinson for sharing the work of ascom-
panying the singing at the Sunday Evening Service for
Juniors. Walker has also given valuable help &t the
daily evening services.

During the year the Seniors and the Choir have at-
tended Evensong at St. Andrew’s every Sunday, and the
¢fforts of the Choir have been greatly appreciated by the
Darjeeling public. Many new hymns and chants have
been learnt, and we have endeavoured to sing some new
psalms other than the well-known ones printed in the
School Manual. Our efforts have been well rewarded,
and the Choir are to be commended on their accurate
pointing of hitherto unknown psalms. Next year we
hope to do still more. The great drawback is that we
need a complete new set of psalters. Will generous
readers interested in Church Music help us by sending
contributions to the Bursar?

= —es
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The Choir has had two ‘treats,” thanks to the gener-
osity of Mr. Keable and the Archdeacon. The treats in
guestion both took the form of a visit to see a good comic
at the Elphinstone Picture House.

A Christmas Carol service provided a fitting conclusion
to the term, and the Choir is to be congratulated on doing
so well with the large number of new carols. That old
favourite ““Good King Wenceslas’ was particularly well
rendered, Mr. Coombes taking the tenor solo supported by
Boldy major in the page’s part.

~In connection with the Sunday Evening Services at

St. Andrew’s we feel we need the more regular support
of the staff members of the Choir, if we are to keep up
the reputation which St. Paul’s has always enjoyed.

MEMBERS OF THE CHOIR

TREBLES
Cantoris Decanis
Turner ma Boldy ma
Stoutt ma Vandyke
Steven Storey
Marshall Gasper mi
Davies Cox ma
Dufly
Altos - Tenors Basses
Gasper ma Mr. Coombes Capt. Humphries
Reid mi Mr. Cuckow Mr. Clarke
George Hart ma Mr. Henson
Kellett Gregory ma




ASCENSION DAY
AT ST. PAUL’'S SCHOOL, JALAPAHAR.

(From the June issue of the Calcutta Diocesan Record)

Hail Thee, Festival Day! blest day that art hallowed
for ever;

Day that our God ascends high in the Heavens to
reigin.

So echoes the refrain of Bishop Venantius Fortu-
natus’ matchless hymn across the ages. It was in
something of this spirit that S. Pauls’ School kept high
festival on Ascension morning.

Immediately after a celebration of the Holy
Eucharist in the Chapel, the whole School, accompanied
by a goodly company of visitors, ascended *‘The Burning
Mountain’’—the traditional interpretation of Jalapahar
—and from its summit lifted up heart and voice in
supplication and song to the Risen and Ascended Christ.
It was a moving spectacle. The choir above—literally
in the clouds at times—the assembled company in =a
perfect little amphitheatre some fifteen feet below,
Kinchenjunga and his fellows, radiant in their majestic
apparel, reflecting the glory of the risen sun and eloquent
of the Light of Light, and the little hills rejoicing on
every side.

The Service, which was conducted by the Rey.
G. Keable (Acting Rector), consisted of an appropriate
reading from the New Testament and Psalms, some
Prayers, and two Hymns from the English Hymnal;
then followed five most attractive Carols, selected from
various ancient sources. The whole of the singing was
well rendered by the Choir, accompanied by strings, nad
conducted by Mrs. Keable. Another Hymn, a Prayer
and the Blessing brought the proceedings to a close.
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It has been alleged—with some truth—that Christian
worship is often made dull and does not appeal to the
hearts and minds of men. Such thoughts were not in
the minds of any of us who descended from ‘‘The
Burning Mountain’® on Ascension morning. We felt
that we had, for a brief moment, touched something that
wias even higher than the Himalayas, and deeper than
the thoughts we are wont to associate with the ordinary
routine of Christian worship.

J. G.




ENTERTAINMENTS.

Though only Ilavelock IHouse has been enterprising
enough to provide a house concert this year, the School
has certainly not lacked entertainment. Week after
week, under Mr. Doherty’s able management, there has
been something either to amuse or instruct both adults
and boys. There have in fact been so many entertain-
ments differing widely in character, that it would be im-
possible to do justice to all in the small space at our dis-
posal.  Of the lighter and more frivolous kind of merri-
ment we should, however, like to say a few words. Have-
lock’s decision to produce Bernard Shaw’s witty and ridi-
culous play, ‘‘Passion, I’oison and Petrifaction,’”” seemed
rather a daring proposition, especially in view of the fact
that only a few weeks were taken in working it up. Mr.
Doherty, ‘‘the man behind the scenes,” deserves high
praise for the excellent fare that he provided on  Satur-
day, August 26. We will not weary our readers with an
account of the plot. Suffice it to say, that it is a drama
of the eternal triangle variety. Mr. Doherty, as the re-
vengeful husband, carried off the part extremely well,
whilst Kellett, his wife, the passionate Magnesia, declaim-
ed his lines in a melo-dramatic manner, worthy of the
Lyceum. The cream of the acting, however, was seen in
Thomson’s impersonation of the lover, Adolphus. An
experienced actor would find this part extremely difficult
to play, but Thomson, by his studied restraint in trying
circumstances, displayed great histrionic ability.

Not only have we unusual actors of no mean merit
in the School, but also playwrights in the making. This
was clearly shown in the seniors’ concert at the end of
term, when a little masterpiece entitled ‘“‘Bring back that
Cup,’” written by Carrau, was produced and acted with
much feeling! Every one of our readers who scans our
Sports’ pages will realize that this has been a very lean
year from a pot-hunting point of view. It was this that
suggested the theme of the play. The scene throughout
was laid in a Senior Dormitory of an imaginary college
—it might well have been St. Paul’s, for the players

" R T m—
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were, if anything, too life-like. The climax— or was
it an anti-climax?—was reached when the school in
question won their laurels by bringing back a Tiddley-
winks cup, to the great joy of the players and the
amusement of the audience.

We give a log of other entertainments of the year:—

March 14th.—A lecture by Mr. Keable and Mr.
Cuckow on the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, illus-
trated by lantern slides.

- April 4th.—Mr. McNeill gave a lecture on Alpine
Sports, which was singularly appropriate, following, as
it did, the terrific hail-storm of Good Friday.

April 18th.—Educational film on “Bird Sanctuaries
of Formosa.”’

May 9th.
Most puzzling !

May 25th.—A lecture on Crystals by Sir C. V.
Raman, winner of last year’s Nobel Prize. A number of
Davjeeling folk were glad to avail themselves of the op-
portunity of hearing this most distinguished scientist.

A conjuring show by wandering magicians.

May 30th.—The Dand of the Royal Berkshire Regt.
from Jalapahar, under the versatile baton of Bandmaster
Needham, gave a most enjoyable concert.

June 6th.—A vaudeville concert by Mr. Hayden.

July 9th.—Mr. Wood-Johnson from Gielle Tea
Istate, who was a member of the last Kinchenjunga Ex-
pedition, read portions of his diary and showed us some
fine photographs. Incidentally, we might mention that
Mr. Wood-Johnson performed some remarkable skiing
feats on the Expedition.

In September the weather was extremely depressing,
but our spirits were enlivened by several excellent cinema
shows given by Mpr. Shelverton O. P.

October 22nd.—Mr. Terence Ilall O. P. gave a comic
enfertainment which was interspersed with skits, by the
Senior boys, on St. Michel's Dancing Display.

October 28th.—Jiu-jitsu Display by Sergts. Walsh
‘0. P. and Smith. :
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SCHOOL CONCERT |
(From *‘The Statesman,” 15th Oect. 1931.) |

Towards the end of last week came the St. Paul’s :
School plays which were better than anything St. Paul’s |
have produced for some years and were thoroughly en- :
Joyed. The programme commenced with “Box and Cox”’
and in this old favourite the songs were charmingly sung st

by Messrs. Cuckow, Coombes and Clarke, all three of
il whom possess excellent voices which blend well together. .
| The duet between Cox and Box with their guitar and |
R | concertina was particularly attractive and t[le “Rata- |
:}_‘ plan’’ chorus was delightfully sung. Mr. Cuckow was

also noticeably clever in the second play “Two Gentle-
men of Soho,” an absurd scene at a night-club, written
by A. PP. Herbert, in which the actors, although their
sentiments and outward appearances were intensely
modern, spoke (in some cases at great length!) in Shakes-
pearean language. The whole play was extremely en-

tértaining and very cleverly acted by all the players,
B Miss Robinson and Mr. Pelly in particular. Between
R the two numbers, J. J. Gregory danced and certain

greatly appreciated. Mr. Dudley’s Orchestra played
throughout and added greatly to the success of the show,

whose producers are to be congratulated on the results |
of their efforts.

The profits amounted to Rs. 305. This sum has
been put to the credit of the Chapel Building Fund.

members of the school sang part songs, both items being 1

“Two Gentlemen of Soho.”’

The past few years have seen many interesting ex-
periments in the presentation of Shakespeare; they
represent new attempts at analysing his greatness. One

i of the most interesting was the acting of Hamlet in
| modern dress, to try to discover how much a successful
T | representation owed to suitable costumes. It was a !
severe shock to the conventional prejudices of the audi-
f" ; ence to see Hamlet, first in a dinner jacket and later in
B plus-fours. Though the acting of Shakespeare in modern
dress, will probably never become really popular, the
~ experiment proved that the action could stand unadorned,
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There have been other experiments too; acting Shakes-
peare in Elizabethan costume, dispensing with scenery
altogether, acting against a background of coloured
curtains, clothing a modern theme in Shakespearean
language. It is to this last school that ““T'wo Gentlemen
of Soho” belongs. The task A. I’. Herbert set himself
was more than ordinarily difficult for he set out to por-
tray pure humour in the language most suited to reflee-
tive tragedy. The scene is laid in a Night Club in Soho,
and we are introduced to a journalist, Lord Withers, who
frequents the club “*and in the Rfll(l\' of diseaséd minds
seeks knowledge not to be explored in the dull wits of
the respectable.”” Ile is accompanied by the Lady
Leatitia, daughter of the Duchess of Canterbury, a good
example of the modern girl who tries to hide her sensi-
tiveness under a cloak of sophistication. Ie draws her
aftention to *‘yonder matron wallowing in the dance;
a loaded waggon creaking down the hill of years and
adiposity’ and Leetitia, to her disgust, discovers her
mother. The Duchess enters accompanied by a man,
Plum, who is really a detective from Scotland Yard in
search of ‘‘some irregularity.”” They are observed by
another detective, Sneak, a private enquiry agent employ-
ed by the Duke of Canterbury to obtain information
“‘touching the acts, deeds, conduct and behaviour of that
loose elephant he calls his wife.”” The Duchess secks to
quench her thirst and demands Port and Lemonade and
is refused on account of the law of licensing hours; she
insists and the drinks are brought. Then there arve
many Shakespearean ‘‘alarums and excursions off”” and
Plum reveals himself and hands the assembled multitude
summons to appear at Bow Street the following day.
Sneak, the private detective, then turns to Plum and
denounces him as the prospective co-respondent in the
Duke of Canterbury’s proposed divorce. The detectives -
engage in mortal combat and Sneak is killed. His
daughter Topsy, who is one of the ‘“‘sixpenny partners®
at the club rushes forward, mourns her father’s death and
dies of grief. Hubert, one of the “‘gigolo,” in love with
Topsy, overcome by the nervous tension, stabs himself
and adds his carcase to the fast-increasing pile. On the
other side of the stage, the Duchess indulges in a hysteri-
cal break down and after an impassioned farewell Speech
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dies of shame! Leetitia, kneeling by her mother’s corpse,
accuses herself of not having sheltered her mother suffi-

ciently from the temptations of the modern world and }
dies of remorse! Then Lord Withers, remarking that

there is ‘‘now no more virtue in the world’”’ borrows a !
dagger from Plum and stabs himself, falling at Letitia’s ,
feet. A waiter enters who from his birth was ‘“‘a nervous
child, this way and that swung weakly by suggestion.”
His imitation complex completely overcomes him at the
sight of so many dead bodies. Plum then puts him out
of his misery, and finding himself alone alive upon the
stage, dies ‘“without a word” during a speech of nearly
one hundred lines! It must have been a difficult play to
write and one that would have tried the skill of a most
experienced playwright, because it would have been so
easy to have turned it into a roaring farce. Dut A. P.
Herbert has never once departed from his Shakespearean
model. Even in the subtle humour of the climax one
feels that he has the shambles of the last act of Hamlet !
in mind. Nor is it an easy play to act, and St. Paul’s '
are to be congratulated on their restraint in keeping it
on the level of a burlesque tragedy yet at the same time
emphasizing the underlying humour.

Suffice it to say then, that the play fills one with the
desire for further familiarity with the model from which
it is copied. TFor as always in regard to Shakespeare,
one’s knowledge is less complete than one supposed. “So
it would ever be whilst one had strength to turn the
pages and a mind left to read them. . . . For the poet is
the land itself, all its greatness and its sweetness, all

_- that incommunicable heritage for which men live and
| die, and in the love and reverence awakened by his voice,
i Shakespeare and England are one.”

AMOS

N | We are apt to suppose that our medieval fore-

{ fathers kunew little about the Bible. The word of God,
' we are told was in the Middle Ages a closed book to the
masses. This may be true in one sense, since the
i | epistles and gospels, the only portions of the Bible which
| | the laity ever heard, were read in a tongue ‘‘not under-
{ standed of the people.”” Nevertheless it is a fact that
the common folk in those days knew the stories, parables,
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and miracles of both the Old and the New Testament far
better than their descendants know them to-day. Any-
one who doubts this has but to turn to the scenes depicted
in the stained glass of Canterbury, York, or €hartres.
A Bible scholar will often find difficulty in placing these
scenes ; yet the makers of these treasures were compara-
tively uneducated folk. How did they come by their
knowledge we ask. Not by the written word, certainly,
but by the earliest form of the religious drama, the
mystery.

Miss Stern of St. Christopher’s Training College,
Blackheath, visited the school in June and paid high
tribute to the teaching of Divinity in St. Paul’'s. Had
she been with us in September and witnessed the presen-
tation of the Rector’s play, ‘““Amos,”” she would have
been let into the secret of it all. In the belief that the
acting out of a Bible story creates a far deeper impres-
sion on the child-mind than the mere reading or telling
of it, the Rector has for some time been teaching the
juniors by the dramatic method. This term he has
introduced it with great success into the senior school.
““Amos,”” the libretto of which is taken entirely from
Holy Writ, was played by the third and fourth forms to
a very appreciative audience one Saturday evening in
September.

The curtain rises on a night scene in the hills of
Tekoa. Amos (Reid mi) clothed in a bear-skin fiercely
denounces the wickedness of the age, prophesying to his
fellow-herdmen punishment from the TLord. 1In the
second scene we are transported to the shrine of the
Golden Calf at Bethel. There stands the image, and to
it the people make obeisance after paying their dues to
Amaziah, the priest (Walker) who sits at the receipt of
custom. The temple is defiled not only by the presence
of the image and the consequent idolatry, but also by
the 11'eq1|eutvrb of the House of the Lord. The Iladies
turn it into a sort of' café, drinking their wine as they
recline on couches. Merchants come hither not for the
purpose of worshipping Jehovah, but to discuss ways and
means of fleecing the poor. Suddenlv from outside are
heard the strams of music. A procession is on its way to
the temple—minstrels, dancers, courtiers, ladies, incense-




bearers, and priests. The choir are singing “The Lord
of Hosts is with us’’ to a peace-inspiring plain c¢hant ; but
there is no peace, for Amos enters uttering fearful
denunciation of wickedness in high places. A riot en-
sues and Amos is mortally wounded. At this point the
curtain falls,

In the final scene we are taken back to the heights
of Tekoa. Amos lies dying, surrounded by his friends.
In his last words he bears witness to the fact that he has
delivered God’s message to his people.

Of the actors, Reid mi in the part of Amos was most
effective, his movements and gesticulations being parti-
cularly good. Though his enunciation was at times some-
what indistinct, his interpretation of the great peasant-
prophet was extremely realistic. Jehangir and Blaker
ma, the court-dancers, were hailed with delight. The
whole procession was, in fact, triumphal in more senses,
than one. As the hoary priest, Walker introduced into
the second scene an element of humour quite in keeping
with medieval traditions.

The play was followed by the miming of the follow-
ing parables by the juniors: ‘“The Unforgiving Servant,”
“The Ten Virgins,”” “The Labourers in the Vineyard.”
The whole company threw themselves into their parts
with zest. Indeed Tart mi as the unforgiving servant
was so carried away that the audience became quite
alarmed as to the fate of his vietim.

Our thanks are due to the Rector, Compiler and
Producer of the plays, to Miss Robinson, maker of the
Golden Calf, and to Mrs. Forbes, Mistress of the Ward-
robe, for an extremely good evening’s entertainment,







































































































